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	 CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED (May become Classified as information is added)
	 RESEARCH TOPIC TITLE: Hostage exploitation
	 TOPIC DESCRIPTION: Current trends in hostage exploitation.
	 DATE SUBMITTED: 22 May 2012 updated 2014
	 EXTENDED TOPIC DESCRIPTION: Historically, hostage takers take captives to gain leverage over a finite set of demands such as politics, fund raising, or prisoner exchange. Release and survival of hostages is often dependent on a negotiated fulfillment of those demands. This paper will review current trends among kidnappers/hostage takers and motivations for such conduct. Additionally, this paper will compare and contrast past and current negotiation techniques to determine if any new methods of exploitation exist and how to mitigate their impact on PR operations.
	 DESIRED OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH: This paper will identify recent trends on hostage taking and consider the implications of these trends on hostage negotiation and hostage survival. Additionally, this paper will assess and identify if treatment of military, civilian, government, interagency, or coalition personnel differs and attempt to explain why this occurs and make recommendations on how to mitigate the advantages/disadvantages of this treatment on isolated personnel.
	 REQUESTINGSPONSORING ORGANIZATION: Joint Personnel Recovery Agency (JPRA) / Personnel Recovery Academy (PRA)
	 POINT OF CONTACT: JPRA / Personnel Recovery Education & Training Center (PRETC) - Analysis Branch
	 MAILING ADDRESS: JPRA / PRETC Analysis Branch
10304 Spotsylvania Ave., Suite 310
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
	 TELEPHONE NUMBER Commercial and DSN: Commercial: (703) 664-5260; (703) 664-5228; (703) 664-5200;
	EMAIL ADDRESS: PRPMEResearch@jpra.mil; PRPMEResearch@jpra.smil.mil; 
	FAX NUMBER: (703) 664-5241 (U)
	DESIRED RESEARCH COMPLETION DATE: 
	AVAILABLE FUNDING IF ANY: 
	COMMENTS: 


