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	 CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED (May become Classified as information is added)
	 RESEARCH TOPIC TITLE: Hostage Taking/Kidnapping - Effect on DOD and Coalition Operations
	 TOPIC DESCRIPTION: Hostage taking and kidnapping are supported and perpetrated to make money, collect revenue to support other operations, and intimidation.
	 DATE SUBMITTED: 22 May 2012 updated 2014
	 EXTENDED TOPIC DESCRIPTION: Hostage taking and kidnapping are employed as a means to generate revenue or intimidate specific target audiences to obtain a political or strategic advantage.  Define the legal difference between kidnapping and hostage taking, and how it has been employed against DOD and its coalition partners In OIF, OEF and other locations. What was the role of the media (narrative) in the hostage takers/kidnappers objectives? Was hostage taking/kidnapping a successful tactic?  How are other US government agencies involved? What should the US government, DOD/Coalition do in future to prepare for and counter hostage taking/kidnapping (planning-preparation of the environment)? Is hostage taking and kidnapping for a political/strategic advantage a new means of unconventional warfare?
	 DESIRED OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH: Research paper would be a supporting document to current JPRA JT&E effort focused on PR C2 in a Chief of Mission environment. It would also guide the development of future PR education and training courses.
	 REQUESTINGSPONSORING ORGANIZATION: Joint Personnel Recovery Agency (JPRA)
	 POINT OF CONTACT: JPRA / Personnel Recovery Education & Training Center (PRETC) - Analysis Branch
	 MAILING ADDRESS: JPRA / PRETC - Analysis Branch10304 Spotsylvania Ave., Suite 310Fredericksburg, VA 22408
	 TELEPHONE NUMBER Commercial and DSN: Commercial: (703) 664-5260; (703) 664-5228; (703) 664-5200;
	EMAIL ADDRESS: PRPMEResearch@jpra.mil; PRPMEResearch@jpra.smil.mil
	FAX NUMBER: (703) 664-5241 (U)
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