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I am an American and I need your
help, but I do not speak your
language. I'll point to the
question in your language and you
can point to the answer in your
language.

Ovbie America men khin, I
gualor iyobo rue. Sokpan, men
ghi gu-ah ze'vbo rue. I gha nien
obo ghi ya noen ota eso vb'vbo

tue. U ghi nien obo ye ewanien

ra vbe ne uwa tae he vbe'vbo
rue.

Oh-vih-eh Amerika men kh-in, I gu-a-lor
ih-yoh-bor ru-eh. Soh-pan, men gh-ih gu-
ah zeh eh-voh ru-eh. I gha ni-yen obor yah
no-en oh-tah eh-so ve-evo-ruch

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDO PHONETIC
Will you help me? U gha yomwen obo ra Uh: gah: yo:m:wen: oboh rah?

Is there someone that speaks
English?

A gha mien omwan no ze ebo ra

Ah gah mi:yen om:wan non zeh eboh rha?

Are they willing to help me?

Iran gha rhie iyobo men?

Ih:ran gah rhi:ay ih:yo:bo men?

Can they come here?

Iran gha re emwana ra?

Ih:ran gah rhay e:mw:a:na rah?

I must go now but, I want to thank
you for your help.

Men gha kpa nian sokpan, I ho
ne ikponmwen rue zee vbe iyobo
n'‘urhie men.

Men gah kp:ah ni:yan so:kp:a:ng, ih hoh
neh ih:kp:o:mw:e:n rh:uze zhe vb:a:y
ih:yo:bo nw:rh:i:ye:men

My government will repay you for
1 your kindness.

Arioba mwen gha san rue ese.

Ah ri:o:ba mw:e:n gah sa:n ru:e eh:ssay

I greatly appreciate your

Men kakabo kponmwen rue vbe

Men ka:ka:bo kp:on:mwen: rh:ﬁ:e vbe

assistance. iyobo n'urhie men. ih:yo:bo neh u:h:rhie:men.
BASIC NEEDS .
ENGLISH EDO EDO PHONETIC

May I have some water

Lahor s ‘mén mén won

La-hor sah-men men won

May I have some food

Lahor rhie ‘vbaé mén

La-hor rhi-ay e-vba-ray men

I am injured

1 kiian &gbé

Ih-ku-an e-gbay

Is there someone that can help
me?

I ghd mien fyobd ra?

Th-gah-mi-yen ih-yoh-bor rha?

Do you have any bandages?

U mwen eébandégi ra

Uh-mwe-n e-ban-deh-gih rha?

Can you contact someone to help

U gha sétin gualdr Smwén
1yobo?

Uh gah se-tin gu-a-lor o-mwan ih-yo-bor?

Where is the latrine? Egbéwa vbo yi? e-gboh-wah vboh yih?
I am very tired. Egbé wd mwen e-gbay wor mwen
Is there a place I can sleep? 1 ghé mie éké& nd lovble? Th-gah mi-en ay-kay nah lo-vbi-e

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing?

I ghé mie ¢blankéti, ra tkpun
&s6?

Th gah mi-en e-blan-ke-tih, rah uk-pon e-
soh?

Guosa (Edo Language) Morphemes:

As you read along you will find colons (:) between each syllable in a word, e.g. ay:vbah:ray meaning "food". Morphemes are
also represented by "dash" or "hyphen" and they both meant the same thing.

The above are the common or basic roman linguistic guiding patterns in Edo language. Words phonetics are not ruled out but are
rarely used due to the peculiarity of most African phonology. Efforts to use the roman phonetics to translate the Edo language

words have ended in futility as almost rendering the Edo language meaningless.
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Can you show me my location on
the map?

U gha setin ma mwen eke ni ye vbe
mapu?

Uh ga-h seh-tin ma-ng mw-en eh-
keh nin ye-h vbeh ma-pu?

Can you send word that I am alive?

U gha gie uvhunmwun ighee I
r’agbon?

Uh gh-a gi-yeh uh-un-mw-un ih-
ghe-eh ih rh-’ah-gbo-ng?

How far is it to friendly territory?

vbee o re sehe ghe ago no ma?

Vbe-eh oh rhe se-heh gh-eh ah-goh
no-n ma-ng?

Can youk take me there?

U gha setin rhie mwen se ‘vba ra?

Uh gh-ah seh-tin rhi-e mwe-n seh
‘vba-h rha?

If you cannot take me, will you give
me directions?

A deghee ughi setin, u gha gie ode
ma mwen?

Ah deh-ghe-eh uh-gh-ih seh-tin, uh
gh-ah gi-¢h oh-deh ma-n mwe-nh?

Is it safe to travel now?

Ode ma na la yehe?

Oh-deh ma-n nah lah ye-he?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

De ode ne uho ni la?

De-h oh-deh neh u-ho n-ih lah?

How can I travel? Vbia khian la yehe? Vbi-ah khi-an lah ye-he?
Automobile ‘ Oko? Oh-kor?
Train Etreni Eh-tre-ni
Boat Oko-amen Oh-kor-ah-men
Cart/wagon Eturoki, ra Ewagon Eh-tuh-ro-kih, rah E-wa-gon
Pack Animal Aramwen no mu ihe Ah-ran-mwen non m-uh i-heh
On foot Owe kekan Oh-weh- ke-k-an
UNFRIENDLIES
ENGLISH EDO EDO PHONETIC
What types of troops are in the area? | Dee arue ivbie iyokuo ni ree 'dogbo Dah ru:eh ih:vih:eh ih:yo:kuo nih
yi? theh ih:d:oh:gboh yih?
Are they army troops? Iseza re iran khin rah? Ih:seh:zah ih:ra:ng khin rah?
Are they militia? Ivbie iyokuo iran khin ra? ih:vih:eh ih:yo:kuo ihira:ng kh:i:n

rah?

Have you noticed any increase of

U renren deghee ivbie iyokuo bun

Uh ren:ren deh:geh ih:vhi:eh

troops or patrolling? see vbe n'iran ka ye, ra iran khe ode? | ih:yo:kuo bhu:ng seh:h beh neh
ih:rha:ng kah yeh, rh:a:h ih:rha:ng
keh oh:deh?

When do they patrol? D'eghe ne iran ya khe ode? Deh:geh neh ih:rha:ng yah keh

oh:deh?

Are you aware of others like me?

U deghe emwan vbehe vbe n'imen
ye?

Uh deh:geh e:xmwa:ng vbe:he vbe:h
neh ih:men yeh?

Can you take me to them?

U gha setin rhie mwen bu iran?

Uh gah seh:tin rhi:eh mwe:ng buh
ih:ra:ng?

Edo language tonal patterns....... A

Edo language vowels:
a,€61,0,0,u

a.....asin apple
€..... asin ape, age
€..... as in egg, Ed

BASIC GRAMMATICAL RULES:

from high to low tone

mid-tone (mid tone may be left unmarked)

from low to high tone
low tone
high tone

i..... asin India, independent
0 ..... as in Oliver, oh

0 ..... as in oscar, october
u..... as in ubangi, uh

Guosa-Edo Consonants:

vb..... as in vih, vbe (veh), uvbi,
(uh-vih)

kp...... as in ukpo...(uh-po)
mw.....as in emwen...(evehn)
gh..... as in gha (gah)




VOCABULARY

ENGLISH EDO EDO PHONETICS Pistol Ovbie-osisi | Oh-vbi-ay - oh-sih-sih
Hello koyo Koh-yoh Radio Ekpetin-ota | Eh-kpeh-tin au-tha
Goodbye Okhien Or-khi-yen ah-gha-h- River Eze Eh-zeh

aghazekpee | zeh-kpe-h Road Ode Oh-deh
Thank you U ru ese Uh-ruh eh-say Shelter Owa Oh-wah
Armed Imoto iseza | Ih-mo-toh jh-say-zah South Okun Oh-kunh
vehicle There Evba Ay-vbah
Please lahor Lah-hor Valley Iyah Ih-yah
Ammunition | Tkpe-agele Ih-kpe-h-ah-gay-lay Village igue Th-gweh
Check point | Ogba-ode Oh-gbah — oh-deh Water Amen Ah-men
Day ede Eh-deh West Owen-ota Oh-wen-oh-tah
Danger ebe Eh-beh Yes Enh En-h
Desert heeh He-heh No Eoh Eh-oh
East Owen-owie | Oh-wen — oh-wi-eh 1 Owo Oh:who
(owie) 2 Eva Eh:vah
West Owen-ota Oh-wen — oh-wi-eh 3 Eha Eh:hah
(ota) 4 Enen Eh:nen
Evening ota Oh-ta 5 Isen Th:sen
Food evbare e-vba-ray 6 Ehan Eihan
Good oma Or-ma-nh 7 Thiron Th:hi:ng:ron
Bad Eima Ei-ma-nh 8 Erenren Eh:ren:ren
Good Omwan no Or-mwa-nh no-ma-nh 9 Thinrin | Th:hi:ng:rin
person ma 10 Igbe Th:g:beh
Bad person | Omwan Or-mwa-n nay egih- 20 Ugie Uh:gi:eh
n’eima ma-n 30 Ogban Oh:g:ban
Here cmwan e-mwa-nh 40 Iyi-evah Ih:yih-eh:vah
Hour €gogo Eh-go-goh 50 Ekigbe siyi- | Eh:kiigtbe  sihyih-
Kilometer ekilomita e-ki-lo-mi-tah eha eh:ha
Knife abe Ah-beh 60 Tyi-cha Th:yi-eh:hah
Leader Okae egbe Or-kah eh-gbe-h 70 Iyi-eha vbe | Ih:yi-eh:hah vbeh
Medicine ukhunmwun | Uh-khu-mwu-nh igbe ih:g:be
Men Okpia Oh-kpi-ah 80 Iyi-enen Th:yi-e:nen
Women okhuo Oh-khu-oh 90 Igbe o vbe | Ih:igzbe 10  vbeh
Minute Ifuen-aro Ih-fu-en - ah-roh iyisen ih:yih:sen
Morning Owie Oh-wi-eh 100 lyi-sen Th:yih:sen
Mountain oke Oh-keh 500 Aria-isen Ah:rhi:ah:ih:sen
Night ason Ah-sun 1000 Ikiokhoe Th:ki:or:kho:e
North Ohunmwun | Uh-hun-mw-unh
Pass Gbera Gbay-rah




