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IGBO (OWERRI)

INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

IGBO

IGBO PHONETIC

I am an American and I need your
help, but I do not speak your
language. I’1l point to the question in
your language and you can point to
the answer in your language.

A by m onye Amerika. A chorom
enyemaka gi. A dighi m asy asysy
gi. M ga-ary aka na asysy obodo gi.
I ga-arukwa aka na ¢sisa ya na
asysu gi.

AHboo m OWN-yeh ah-meh-REE-kah. AH SHAW-
rome ehn-yeh-MAH-kah gih. AH DAY-eh m AH-so00
AH-s00-s00 gih. m gah-AH-roo AH-kah nah AH-soo0-
soo OH-boh-doh gih. IH gah-AH-roo-kwah AH-kah nah
OH-sih-sah yah nah AH-soo0-soo gih.

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH IGBO IGBO PHONETIC
Will you help me? I ga enyere m aka? TH gah ehn-YEH-reh m AH-kah?

Is there someone that speaks English?

Onwere onye ng ebe a na asy
Qyibo.

OWN-weh-reh OWN-yeh naw EH-beh ah nah AH-s00
OH-yee-boh?

Are they willing to help me?

Ha aga ekwe nyerem aka?

HAH AH-gah EH-kweh NYEH-rehm AH-kah?

Can they come here?

Ha onwere ike ibia ebe a?

HAH OWN-weh-reh EE-keh EE-bec-ah EH-beh ah?

I must go now but, I want to thank
you for your help.

A gam apy ygby a, ma achgrom
ikele gi maka enyemaka gj.

AH gah m AH-poo OOG-boo AH, mah AH-chaw-tome
EE-keh-leh gih MAH-kah ehn-YEH-mah-kah gih.

My government will repay you for
your kindness.

Ndi ¢chijchj obodo m ga-akwy gi
ugwo, maka obioma gi.

N-dee OH-she-she OH-boh-doh m gah-AH-kwoo gih
00-gwoh, MAH-kah OH-bee-oh-mah gih.

I greatly appreciate your assistance.

Aka inyere m di m mma. Nde-ewo.

AH-kah in-YEH-reh m dih m mah. n-DEH-EH-woh.

BASIC NEEDS
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May I have some water?

Biko, nye m mmiri?

BEE-koh, nyeh m MEE-ree?

May I have some food?

Biko, nye m nri?

BEE-koh, nyeh m n-REE?

T am injured. Is there someone that
can help me?

E meryry m ahy. O nwere onye ga
enyere m aka?

EH MEH-roo-roo m AH-hoo. OH NWEH-reh OWN-yeh
gah ehn-YEH-reh m AH-kah?

Do you have any bandages?

Inwere ihe eji ekedo onya?

EE-NWEH-reh EE-heh EH-jee eh-KEH-doh OWN-yah?

Can you contact someone to help me?

I ga-achota onye ga-enyera m aka?

EE gah-AH-choh-tah OWN-yeh gah-ehn-YEH-rah m
AH-kah?

Where is the latrine?

Kee ebe ana anyy nkposi?

KEH EH-beh AH-nah AHN-yoo N-poh-see?

I am very tired. Is there a place [ can
sleep?

Ike gwyry m. Onwere ebe m ga
arary yra?

EE-keh GOO-roo m. OWN-weh-reh EH-beh m gah ah-
RAH-roo OO-rah?

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing?

Biko, nye m akwa m ga-eji kpudo

onwe m maka onyi?

BEE-koh, nyeh m AH-kwah m gah-EH-jee KPAO-doh
OWN-weh m MAH-kah OWN-yee?
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Can you show me my location on a
map?

Inwere ike iggsi m ebe m ng ygby a
na akwykwo na egosi akuky ebe
mmady ng?

EE-nweh-reh EE-keh EE-goh-see m EH-beh m noh
0OO0G-boo ah nah AH-kwoo-kwoh nah EH-goh-see AH-
koo-koo EH-beh m-MAH-doo noh?

Can you send word that I am alive?

Inwere ike iziga ozi na adi m ndy?

EE-nweh-reh EE-keh EE-zee-gah OH-zee nah AH-dth m
N-doo? '

How far is it to friendly territory?

Ebe a ¢dj anya na ebe ndj anyj na
ha na adi na mma?

EH-beh AH OH-dee AHN-yah nah EH-beh N-dee AHN-
yee nah HAH nah AH-dee nah M-mah?

Can you take me there?

I ga akpo ga m ebe ahy?

EE gah AHK-paw gah m EH-beh AH-00?

If you cannot take me, will you give
me directions?

O buru na jgaghj akpoga m, inwere
ike ikoro m yzo?

AWE boo-roo nah ih-gah-EE ahk-poh-GAH m, EEN-
weh-reh EE-keh EE-koh-rome OO-zoh?

Is it safe to travel now?

Oge ugby a, ¢ di mma mady jga
n’uzo?

OH-geh OOG-boo ah, oh dih M-mah MAH-doo ih-gah
NOO-zoh?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

Kee yz¢ nke iga-ady m ka m soro?

KEH OO-zoh N-keh EE-gah-AH-doo m kah m soh-
ROH?

How can I travel?

Kee ka m ga-esi gaa?

KEH kah m gah-EH-see gah?

Automobile Ugbo ala ma gby bosj OO0G-boh AH-lah mah OH-boo boh-sih
Train Ugbo oloko 00G-boh OH-loh-koh
Boat Ugbo mmiri 00G-boh m-MEE-ree
Cart/Wagon Ugbo osise OOG-boh oh-see-SHE
Pack Animal Iji anymany EE-jee AH-noo-MAH-noo
On Foot Ukwu 00-kwoo
UNFRIENDLIES
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What type of troops are in the area? | Kee udi ndj agha no ebe a? KEH 00O-dih N-dee AH-ghah noh EH-beh ah?

Are they army troops?

Ha aby ndj soja ala?

HAH AH-boo N-dee SO-jah ah-LAH?

Are they militia?

Ha aby ndj na enyere ndj agha aka?

HAH AH-boo N-dee nah ehn-YEH-reh N-dee AH-ghah
AH-kah?

Have you noticed any increase of
troops patrolling?

Q dj gi ka ndj agha ng ebe a ha ana-
ebu nnukwu?

AWE dih gih KAH N-dee ah-ghah noh EH-beh sh HAH
OWN-nah-EH-boo n-NOO-kwoo?

When do they patrol?

Kee oge ha ji agaghari n’uzo?

KEH OH-geh HAH jee AH-ghah-GHAH-ree NOO-zoh?

Are you aware of others like me?

Imara ndj ¢z¢ dj ka m na ebe a?

EE-mah-rah N-dee OH-zoh dih kahm nah EH-beh AH?

Can you take me to them?

Inwere ike idu m ga na ebe ha no?

EE-NWEH-reh EE-keh EE-doom gah nah EH-beh HAH
noh?




VOCABULARY
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ENGLISH IGBO IGBO PHONETIC Men Uy nwoke 00-moo NWOH-Keh
Hello Kedy KEH-doo Women Umy nwanyi 00-moo NWAH-nyih
Goodbye Ka omesia KAH oh-meh-SEE-ah Minute Nkeji n-KEH-jee
Thank You |Dalu/Nde ewo DAH-loo/n-DEH EH-woh Morning Ututy 00-TOO-too
Please Biko BEE-koh Mountain Ugwu 00-goo
Ammunition |Ngbo egbe NNN-bwoh EGG-beh Night Abali AH-bah-leh
érerl?ifge Ugbo ndj agha OOG-boh N-dee AH-ghah North Ugwu anyawu 00-goo AHN-yahn-woo
Checkpoint | Ebe anakwy sj ndj | EH-beh AH-nah-kwoo sih N-dee | s Akwukw ngafere | AH-koo-kwoh nnn-GAH-feh-reh
mmady m-MAH-doo Pistol Egbe EGG-beh
Day Ubochj 00-boh-she Radio Redioo Radio
Danger The-egwu EE-heh-EGG-woo River Nmiri na ehu ehu |n-MEE-ree-nah EH-hoo EH-hoo
Desert Qzara OH-zah-rah Road Uzo OO-zoh
East Qwuwa anyanwy | oh-woo-WAH AHN-yahn-woo Shelter Ndo/Nzere n-DOO/nnn-ZEH-reh
Evening Mgbede m-bweh-DEH South Ndida anyanwu n-dee-DAH ahn-Y AHN-woo
Food Nri n-REE There Ebe ahu EH-beh AH-hoh
Good The oma EE-heh OH-mah Valley Ndagwurugwu | n-DAH-goo-roo-goo
Bad The 0joo EE-heh OH-jaw Village Obodo nta/ oh-boh-DOHN-tah/
Here Naebe a/Ebea  |nah EH-beh ah/EH-beh ah Ime obodo EE-meh OH-boh-doh
Hour Elekere ¢h-LEH-keh-reh Water Nmiri n-MEE-tee
Kilometer  |Kilomita kee-LOW-mee-tah Weapon The ¢ji alu ogu  [EE-heh EH-jeh AH-loo OH-goh
Knife Nma n-MAH West Qdida anyanwy | OH-dee-dah AHN-yahn-woo
Leader Onye isi OWN-yeh EE-see Yes Ehe EH-heh
Medicine | Qgwu OHG-woo No Mba M-bah
ENGLISH| IGBO IGBO PHONETIC
1 Otu OH-too
2 Abua ah-BOO-ah
3 Atg ah-TOH
4 Ang ah-NOH
5 Ise ee-SEH
6 Isii ee-SEE
7 Asaa ah-SAAH
8 Asatg ah-SAH-toh
9 Iteghete | ee-TEH-geh-TEH
10 Iri ¢c-REE
20 Iri abya ee-REE ah-BOO-ah
30 Iri ato ee-REE ah-TOH
40 Iri ang ee-REE ah-NOH
50 Iri ise ee-REE ee-SEH
60 Iri isii ¢e-REE ee-SEE
70 Iri asaa ee-REE ah-SAAH
80 Iri asato ee-REE ah-SAH-toh
90 Iri iteghete | ee-REE ee-TEH-geh-TEH
100 Nari nah-REE
500 Nari ise nah-REE ee-SEH
1000 Puku poo-koo




