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KINYARWANDA (RWANDA)
INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

KINYARWANDA

KINYARWANDA PHONETIC

T am an American and I need
your help, but I do not speak
your language. I’ll point to
the question in your language
and you can point to the
answer in your language.

Muraho se! Ndi Umunyamerika
kandi nashakaga ko mundwanaho.
Icyakora ntabwo mvuga ururimi
rwanyu. Ubwo ndajya ntunga
agatoke ku kibazo cyanditse mu
kinyarwanda, namwe munyercke
igisubizo ku rupapuro.

moo-rah-hoh seh! in-dee 0o-moon-Y AH-meh-REE-kah KAHN-
dee nah-SHAH-kah-gah KOH moon-DWAH-nah-hoh. ee-
CHAH-koh-rah in-TAHB-woh uhm-Y0OO-gah 00-roo-REE-mee
RWAHN-yoo. OOB-woh in-DAHJ-yah in-TOON-gah ah-gah-
too-KEH koo kee-BAH-zoo CHAHN-deet-see moo keen-yah-
RWAHN-dah, NAHM-weh moon-yeh-REH-keh ee-ghee-500-
BEE-zoh koo roo-PAH-poo-roh.

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH KINYARWANDA KINYARWANDA PHONETIC
Will you help me? Mushobora kundwanaho? moo-SHOW-boh-rah koon-dwah-NAH-koh?

Is there someone that speaks
English?

Hari umuntu muri mwe waba avuga
icyongereza?

HAH-ree oo-moon-WHO MOO-ree MWEH wah-bah ah-VOO-
gah ee-CHOHNG-geh-REH-zah?

Are they willing to help me?

Bashobora kumfasha?

BAH-show-boh-rah KOOM-fah-shah?

Can they come here?

Bashobora kuza hano?

BAH-show-boh-rah KOO-zah HAH-noh?

I must go now but, [ want to
thank you for your help.

Ndashaka gukomeza urugendo,
mbashimiye kuba mwamfashije.

in-dah-SHAH-kah goo-koh MEH-zah 0o-roo-GEHN-doh, uhm-
bah-SHE-me-yeh KOO-bah mwahm-fah-SHE-zheh.

My government will repay
you for your kindness.

Igihugu cyanjye kizabashimira
umutima mwiza mwanyakiranye.

ce-gee-WHO-goo CHAHN-zhee-yeh kih-ZAH-bah-SHE-mee-rah
00-moo-TEE-mah MWEE-zah MWAHN-yah-KEE-rahn-yeh.

I greatly appreciate your
assistance.

Ndabashimiye rwose uko
mwamfashije cyane.

in-dah-bah-SHE-mee-yeh roo-WOH-seh O0-koh mwahm-FAH-
she-zheh CHAH-neh.

BASIC NEEDS
ENGLISH KINYARWANDA KINYARWANDA PHONETIC
May I have some water? Mushobora kumpa amazi? moo-SHOW-bohr-ah KOOM-pah ah-MAH-zee?
May I have some food? Mushobora kumpa icyo kurya? moo-SHOW-bohr-ah KOOM-pah ee-CHOH KOOR-yzh?

I am injured. Is there
someone that can help me?

Nakomeretse. Hari uwashobora
kumfasha?

nah-KOH-meh-rehts. HAH-ree oh-wah-SHOW-bor-ah KOOM-
fah-shah?

Do you have any bandages?

Mwaba mufite ibipfuko?

MWAH-bah moo-fee-TEH eh-beh-ee-bee-FOH-koh?

Can you contact someone to
help me?

Mwanshakira uwamfasha?

mwahn-SHAH-kee-rah oo-WAHM-fah-shah?

Where is the latrine?

Mwanyereka umusarani?

moo-AHN-yeh-reh-KAH o0o-moo-SAH-rah-nee?

I am very tired. Is there a
place I can sleep?

Ndananiwe cyane. Nabona aho
ndyama?

in-dah-NAH-nee-weh CHAH-neh. nah-BOH-nah ah-HO in-
DYAH-mah?

May I have a blanket, or
more clothing?

Mushobora kumpa uburingiti

moo-SHOW-boh-rah KOOM-pah 00-boo-reen-GEE-tee

cyangwa se indi myenda?

CHAHNG-wah seh een-dee MYEHN-dah?




TRAVEL
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Can you show me my
location on a map?

Mushobora kunyereka kwikarita
aho ndi?

moo-SHOW-boh-tah KOO-nyeh-reh-kah kwee-KAH-ree-tah ah-
HOH in-dee?

Can you send word that I am
alive?

Mushobora kumenyesha bene wacu
ko ndi muzima?

moo-SHOW-boh-rah koo-men-YEH-shah BEH-neh WAH-choo
KOH in-dee moo-ZEE-mah?

How far is it to friendly
territory?

Hari ibirometero bingahe kuva
hano kugera mu karere karimo
umutekano?

hah-ree ee-beh-roh-MEH-teh-roh been-GAH-heh koo-VAH
HAH-noh koo-GEH-rah moo kah-REH-reh kah-ree-moh oo-
moo-teh-KAH-noh?

Can you take me there?

Mwashobora kuhangeza?

mwah-SHOW-boh-rah KWAHN-GEH-sah?

If you cannot take me, will
you give me directions?

Mudashoboye kuhangeza,
mwashobora kunyereka inzira
igerayo?

MOO-dah-show-boh-YEH koo-HAHN-geh-ZAH, mwah-
SHOW-boh-rah KOO-nyeh-reh-kah een-zee-rah ee-geh-RAH-
yoh?

Is it safe to travel now?

Hari ingorane nahura nazo mu
nzira?

hah-ree in-GOH-rah-neh nah-who-rah nah-ZOH moo in-zee-rah?

‘Which way do you advise me
to travel?

Mwangira inama yo kugerayo nte?

MWAHN-gee-rah ee-NAH-mah yoh koo-geh-RAH-yoh neh?

How can I travel?

Nagerayo nte?

nah-geh-RAH-yoh neh?

Automobile Nimodoka? nee-moh-DOH-kah?

Train Na gariyamoshi? nah gah-ree-yah-MOH-she?

Boat Nubwato? noob-WAH-toh?

Cart/Wagon Nikamyoneti/na bisi? nee-kam-yoh-NEH-tee/nah BEE-see?

Pack Animal Nifarasi? NEE-fah-RAH-see?

On Foot Kumaguru? ‘KOO-mah-GOO-ro0?

UNFRIENDLIES
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What type of troops are in Muri kano gace hari abasirikare moo-ree kah-noh GAH-cheh hah-ree ah-bah-see-ree-K AH-reh
the area? nyabaki? nyah-BAH-kee?
Are they army froops? Ni abo mu ngabo zigihugu? nee ah-BOH moo in-gah-boh zee-gee-WHO-goo?
Are they militia? Ni abatera imvururu? nee ah-bah-TEH-rah ihm-VOO-roo-roo ?

Have you noticed any
increase of troops or
patrolling?

Mubona abasirikare cyangwa se
abantu bashinzwe gucunga
umutekano baba bariyongereye?

moo-BOH-nah ah-bah-SEE-ree-KAH-reh CHAHNG-wah seh ah-
BAHN-who bah-SHEEN-zweh goo-CHOON-gah oo-moo-teh-
KAH-noh BAH-bah BAH-ree-yohn-geh-reh-yeh?

When do they patrol?

Bakora irondo gihe ki?

BAH-koh-rah ee-rohn-doh gee-HEH kee?

Are you aware of others like
me?

Mwaba mwarabonye abandi bantu
bameze nkanjye?

MWAH-bah mwah-rah-BOHN-yeh ah-BAHN-dee bahn-who
BAH-meh-zeh in-HAHN-zheh?

Can you take me to them?

Mwashobora kungeza aho bari?

mwah-SHOW-boh-rah KOON-geh-zah AH-hoh BAH-ree?




VOCABULARY ENGLISH | KINYARWANDA | KINYARWANDA PHONETIC
ENGLISH | KINYARWANDA | KINYARWANDA PHONETIC | |Men Abagabo ah-bah-GAH-boh

Hello Muraho moo-RAH-hoh Women Abagore ah-bah-GOH-reh

Goodbye Murabeho moo-rah-BEH-hoh Minute Umunota 00-moo-NOH-tah

Thank You |Murakoze moo-rah-KOH-zeh Morning Igitondo ee-gee-TOHN-doh

Please Mumbabarire moom-BAH-BAH-ree-reh Mountain _ | Umusozi 00-moo-SOH-zee

Ammunition | Amasasu ah-mah-SAH-soo Night Jjoro ee-ZHOH-roh

Armed Imodoka Zitwaye | ce-MOH-doh-kah zee- TWAH- | |North Amajyaruguru ah-mah-ZHAH-roo-goo-roo

Vehicle Intwaro yeh een-who-AH-roh Pass Urwandiko 00-RWAHN-dee-koh roo-

Checkpoint | Bariyeri bah-ree-YEH-ree rwinzira WEEN-zee-rah

Day Amanywa ah-MAHN-wah Pistol Imbunda eem-BOON-dah

Danger Ingorane een-GO-rah-neh Ra‘,’io Iradiyo ee-RAH-dee-oh

Desert Ubutayu 00-boo-TAH-yoo River Umugezi 00-moo-GEH-zee

East Uburasirazuba | 00-boo-RAH-sec-rah-ZOO-bah | |Road Umuhanda 0o-moo-HAHN-dah

Evening Umugoroba 00-moo-GO-roh-bah Shelter Tcumbi ee-CHOOM-bee

Food Ibiribwa ee-bee-REEB-wah South Amajyepfo ah-mah-ZHEH-foh

Good -iza EE-zah There Hariya Hah-REE-yah

Bad Zibi EE-bee Valley Ikibaya ee-chee-BAH-yah

Here Hano HAH-noh Village Umudugudu 00-moo-DOO0-goo-doo

Hour Isaha ee-SAH-hah Water Amazi ah-MAH-zee

Kilometer | Kilometero kee-loh-MEH-teh-roo Weapon Ikirwanisho ee-kee-RWAH-nee-show

Knife Icyuma ee-CHOO-mah West Uburengerazuba | oo-boo-REHN-geh-rah-Z0OQ-bah

Leader Umuyobozi 00-moo-yoh-BOH-zee Yes Yego YEH-goh

Medicine | Imiti ee-MEE-tec No Oya OH-yah

ENGLISH | KINYARWANDA | KINYARWANDA PHONETIC

1 Rimwe REEM-weh

2 Kabiri KAH-WEE-ree

3 Gatatu gah-TAH-too

4 Kane KAH-neh

5 Gatanu gah-TAH-noo

6 Gatandatu gah-tahn-DAH-too

7 Karindwi kah-REEN-dwee

] Umunani 00-moo-NAH-nee

9 Icyenda ee-CHEHN-dah

10 Teumi e¢c-CHOO-mee

20 Makumyabiri mah-koom-YAH-bee-ree

30 Mirongwitatu mee-rohn-gwee-TAH-too

40 Mirongwine mee-rohn-GWEE-neh

50 Mirongwitanu mee-rohn-gwee-TAH-noo

60 Mirongwitandatu | mee-rohn-gwee-tahn-DAH-too

70 Mirongwirindwi mee-rohn-gwee-REEN-dwee

80 Mirongwinani mee-rohn-gwee-NAH-nee

90 Mirongurwenda mee-rohn-goor-GWEN-dah

100 Ijana EE-zhah-nah

500 Maganatanu mah-gah-nah-TAH-noo

1000 Igihumbi ee-gee-HOOM-bee




