. MENDE
INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

MENDE

MENDE PHONETIC

I am an American and I need your help,
but I do not speak your language. I'll

Americar mDi mia a nge keh ngei bi la: yei lei.
Nga loukou lou 1D mDli ma bi la: yeihun, tao

Amerika-mu mia a gay, keh gebe
la.yea.lay ga lokolo-law more-lee

point to the question in your language ma be la.yeihun, tao borma be
and you can point to the answer in your | gbJDma be gbembo bi la: yeihun gbembo be la.yeihun.
language. ‘
COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH MENDE MENDE PHONETIC
Will you help me? BagbD nya-ma? Bar.gbor nyamar?

Is there someone that speaks English?

Nu: 122 na a puu yei lei?

Nu: lorna are puu-yea-lay?

Are they willing to help me?

Talo: 12D ti gbD nya ma?

Talo lor-ti gbor nyama?

Can they come here?

Tawa 1D baydoo?

Tower lor.bay doe?

I'must go now but, I want to thank you
for your help.

Ma: houiy g3 gelina: keg, bi sei bi gbJmi va.

Mahoi-gore gelina, keh be sei be
gbormi va. )

My government will repay you for your
kindness.

pya mahayea a bi pawa 1D bi gbeikpei yea va

Nya ma.he are be power lor be
gbe.pe.yea va

I greatly appreciate your assistance.

yya gohun nein ngd wa bi gbOmi va.

Nya gohun negore wa be gbormi va

Note: help and assistance carries the same word in Mende (i.e. “gbJmi”)

BASIC NEEDS

ENGLISH

MENDE

MENDE PHONETIC

May I have some water?

nya gJ a njei?

Nya-gore are jay?

May I have some food?

nya gore a mehei?

Nya-gore a mehen?

I am injured. Is there someone that can ‘

help me?

nya nemugore. Nu lorna are gbJ nya ma?

Nya nemu-gore. Nuu.muu.lorna
gbor.va nyama?

Do you have any bandages?

bandayge lou biaya?

Ban.day.gee lobby yea-ya?

Can you contact someone to help me?

ba gulD Nuumu ma gbD va Nya ma?

Bar gu.lore nu.mu.ma gbor-va
nyama?

Where is the latrine?

latrine 1D mi

Latrine-Lor-me

I am very tired. Is there a place I can
sleep?

nya ga-hun gboyor gore. gee- mee 1D nah?

Nyagahu gboyor gore. Jimmi-
Lorna?

May I have a blanket, or more clothing?

mbee nya g1 a paegulay, kee kDlay

Ben.ya gore are pea-gulay, kee
kulay?




TRAVEL

ENGLISH

MENDE

MENDE PHONETIC

Can you show me my location on a map?

Ba ngulD bi LokolD mia ngi na, mapee ma?

Ba gulo be loo-co-loo mia.geena
map-e-ma?

Can you send word that I am alive?

Be ngowee njdyo kee ndevu 1D nya hun?

Be go-wee yoy6 keh devullo
nya.hun?

How far is it to friendly territory?

Nya ndia mDi sia ti ma guan gdJ?

Nya dear-moo sia ti ma-guan gore?

Can you take me there?

Ba ngulD be li a ngei mia doe?

Ba gulo be lee are gaye mia-doe?

If you cannot take me, will you give me
directions?

Enna be nya wubu , ba ngulD be loko 1D pili ma?

in.na benya wumbu, ba gulo be
lokolo peal-lima?

Is it safe to travel now?

Ma houingD ngi li na?

ma hoin-gore geli na?

Which way do you advise me to travel?

Nya laheen kia nyikD gaa yia li?

nyala.he kia nee-kor ga-yea-lee?

How can I travel? Gaa yia-1li? ga yea-lee?
Automobile Motii hu Mo-tii hu
Train Trainee Train-nee
Boat Dead-daay Dead-day
Cart/Wagon siaheen Sia-heen
Pack Animal toe-heen Toe-heen
On Foot Ar gormaa are-gore-ma
UNFRIENDLY .
ENGLISH MENDE MENDE PHONETIC

What types of troops are in the area?

ndapi gD blasia yee gbesia mia ti na?

Dapi gore blasia yea-gbesia mia ti
na?

Are they army troops?

kpandeh ndapi gD blasia mia?

Kpan.deh dapi gore blasia mia?

Are they militia?

Karmajor-sia mia?

Kamajor sia-mia?

Have you noticed any increase of troops
or patrolling?

bi ndapi gD blasia 1D nga ti ma ato, tao ghOma ta
laytay laytay?

Be dapi gore blasia lorga ti ma-a-to
ta-o borma ta lay-tay lay-tay ?

When do they patrol?

Watii ye gbemia ta laytay laytay

Wait ye gbemia ta laytay laytay?

Are you aware of others like me?

Bi nuumuu sia 10 gaa kia guic naa?

Be munu-sia lorga kia guina ?

Can you take me to them?

Balii 1D a ngei ti gaama?

Bali-lor a gay-ti gaama?




VOCABULARY

ENGLISH MENDE MENDE South Mbuji Mbuji
PHONETIC There Miasia Mia-sia
Hello Bea: naah ? (singular) Bear. Naar Valley ngieyei-bu: gee-yeiya
Ar:Wu a: naah ? Awu. annah Village Fulahu Fulahy
(plural) Water Njei jay -
‘Goodbye KE: mar: 19 Ke. mar. lor Weapon KDheiy kor.hen
Thank you Baika Buy.ka (same as
Please Kor nei lai kor.nel.ley gnm unition) F T T 1
Ammunition. | 1o g0 Lein sa kor.gore.hen.sia Y::t ou gu’ami: Ot;?.gu a.me
J: :
Armed ; kor.gore.moti
k OgO mot g 10r!
Vehicle g moti No 59, Or! Or!
Checkpoint | Barijei bar.ray.jee 1 Intaa (yila) intaa
Day Fuli fulli —
Danger Kpundeh pudeh g felo fei lei
Desert Battie Bat.tee 7 Jawa ;? W'a -
East Fou le mi Full.lemi : fagnl laa : f‘
Evening kpOkO Volei pokor. vul-lee 1001u W
Food mehei mehen ,6/ welta v‘;,elt?ﬁl
Good Kps kps ng0 Kpe.kpe.gore wOfila (wOfla) antia
8 wayakpa Wa:yakpa
Bad Nyamu pgd Nyamu.gore 9 Taerukp Tatu}: 2
Here | Bay: dog Bay.doe 10 Puu Pu:
Hgm hawei: Her-way 20 Numu gbOyOngd Numu: gboyor:
Kilometer Kutu ngd Kutu.gore ’ gore
(short) Kwan.gore 30 numugbOyOngO Numu: gboyor:
gilon)‘neter Kwa ngd Mahupuu gore mahu puu
ong : :
Knife mbowel Mbo.way 40 Numu fele gbOyOngd | Numu : faylay:
Leader K19 lou mui Cluo.lor.mui ghoyor: gore
50 Numu fele gbOyOngQ | Numu : faylay:
Medicine Hali: Hali , govyong gboyor: gore
Men Hinga: hingarr mahOn puu mahu puu
ﬁ?mfen nNyahengrf — Nya.her.garr 60 Numu sawa gbOyOng I;l;gl;gr:' ::)VZ::
inu o word for minute - :
since mende does not o
) conceive the idea of 70 Numu sawa ghOyOng | Numu : sawa :
Time “minute” ; gboyor: gore
(mende use O mahu puu mahu puu
‘_‘Titme(;’) Wati: Wa-tee 80 Numu naani gbOyOng N];Jmu : naani:
instea gboyor: gore
Morning Ngendei Gay-day Y
Mountam ngieyeiya ngie.yee.ya 90 Numu nani gbJyOngO Numu :. naani:
Night kpdkD Kpor.kor gboyor: gore
North %) core mahu puu mahu puu -
100 Horn:door yela
Pass Lei Lee.. hOndD yela Y
Pistol Kpandei je klou we kpandeh:yea- 500 hOndO LOLD Horn: door lorlu
clowee 1000 Car: horn: door
Radio leidioui radio-wee Ka hOndQ puu puu
River Ddei yei : jay.la
Road pe:le peel.lee
Shelter pelibu Pele.bu




