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INTRODUCTORY
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_MERU

MERU PHONETIC

I am an American and I need your
help, but I do not speak your
language. I’ll point to the question
in your language and you can
point to the answer in your
language.

Ndi milamerika na ni nkwenda
fitethio, indi ntiaragia luga
yenu. Ngakiioneria kifiria na
luga yenu, nagwe {imbonerie
ansa na luga yenu.

Nday moh-ali-me-ree-kah nah nay nkwe-
ndah oh-te-thee-aw, ay-nday ntay-ah-rah-
gee-ah loo-gah ye-noo. Ngah-ko-haw-ne-
ree-ah kay-oh-ree-ah nah loo-gah ye-noo,
nah-gwe oh-mbaw-ne-ree-e ah-nsah nah
loo-gah ye-noo.

Note: This language is not a monotone language;v but the language has a tone that carinot be represented without
using special characters. However, in a monotone form, it will be completely understood.

COMMUNICATION

_ ENGLISH MERU MERU PHONETIC
Will you help me? Ugantethia? Oh-gah-nte-thee-ah?
Is there someone that speaks Kwi m’ntli waragia gistink{i? Kway m-ntoh wah-rah-gee-ah gay-soh-
| English? , nkoh? ,
Are they willing to help me? Nibakwenda giintethia? Nay-bah-kwe-ndah goh-nte-thee-ah?
Can they come here? No beje aa? Naw be-je ah?

I must go now but, I want to thank
ou for your help.

Kanthi rfu, niwega ni iitethio
waku.

Kah-nthee ray-oo, nay-we-gah nay oh-te-
thee-aw wah-koo.

My government will repéy you for
your kindness.

Thirikali yakwa igak{iria nt
wega waku.

Thee-ree-kah-lay yah-kwah ay-gah-koh-ray-
ah nay we-gah wah-koo.

I greatly appreciate your Ngiikena miino nf {itethio waku. | Ngoh-ke-nah moh-naw nay oh-te-thee-aw
assistance. wah-koo.
» BASIC NEEDS
ENGLISH MERU MERU PHONETIC
May I have some water? Nkundia riiiiji. Nkoo-ndee-ah roh-jay.
May I have some food? Nd{imia irio. Ndoh-mee-ah ee-ree-aw.

I'am injured. Is there someone
that can help me?

Ndi na kironda. Kwi m’ntii
limba gilintethia?

Nday nah kay-raw-ndah. Kway m-ntoh oh-
mbah goh-nte-thee-ah?

Do you have any bandages? Wina mbandinji? Way-nah mbah-nday-njee?

Can you contact someone to help | No wite m’ntfi {iria imba Naw way-te m-ntoh oh-ree-ah oh-mbah

me? ) giintethia? goh-nte-thee-ah?

Where is the latrine? Gikii kioro? Gay-koh kay-aw-raw?

I am very tired. Is there a placeI | N1 nogete miino. Gwi antii Nay naw-ge-te moh-naw. Gway ah-ntoh

can sleep? ; mbiimba kiimama? mboh-mbah koh-mah-mah?

May I have a blanket, or more No {impe miilengeti, kana nguo | Naw oh-mpe moh-le-nge-tee, kah-nah ngoo-
clothing? ingi jia gwikunikira? aw ee-ngay jee-ah gway-koo-nay-kay-rah?
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Can you show me my location on
a map?

No {imbonerie aria ndi mapuni?

Naw oh-mbaw-ne-ree-¢ ah-ree-ah nday
mah-poo-nee?

Can you send word that I am
alive?

No fitlimane uuge ndi miioyo?

Naw oh-toh-mah-ne oo-ge nday moh-aw-
yaw?

How far is it to friendly téﬁitory?

Nf kiiraja mwanka mwakani wa
asore?

Nay koh-rah-jah mwah-nkah mwah-kah-nee
wah ah-saw-re?

Can you take me there? )

No umpire nao?

Naw oo-mpee-re nah-aw?

If you cannot take me, will yoﬁ

Kethwa {itimpira, no imbonerie

Ke-thwah oh-tay-mpee-rah, naw oh-mbaw-

give me directions? njira? ne-ree-e njay-rah?
Is it safe to travel now? Kwi na thina nkathi thaa ino? Kway nah thay-nah nkah-thee thah eenaw?
Which way do you advise me to N1 njira Iriku uuga nimbega ya | Nay njay-rah ay-ray-koo oo-gah nay-mbe-
travel? glitlimira? gah yah goh-toh-may-rah?
N1 njira friku uuga nimbega ya | Nay njay-rah ay-ray-koo oo-gah nay-mbe-
kiithi? gah yah koh-thee?
How can I travel? Mbiimba kiithi atia? Mboh-mbah koh-thee ah-tee-ah?
by automobile na ngari nah ngah-tee
by train na ngari ya mwanki nah ngah-ree yah mwah-nkee
by boat na gitaru nah gee-tah-roo
by cart/wagon na miikokoteni nah moh-kaw-kaw-te-nee
by pack animal na mpunda nah mpoo-ndah
on foot na maguru nah mah-goo-roo
UNFRIENDLY
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What types of troops are in the N1 ikundi iriku jif akui? Nay ee-koo-ndee ee-ray-koo jee-ay ah-koo-

area?

ay?

Are they army trobps?

'Ni ikundi jia ami?

Nay ee-koo—ﬁdée jee-ah ah-may?

Are they militia?

N njeshi?

Nay nje-shee?

Have you noticed any increase of
troops or patrolling?

N1 wonete ikundi jia njeshi
ikyongereka?

N1 wonete ikundi jia ami
ikyongereka?

Ni wonete ikundi jia polisi
ikyongereka?

Nay waw-ne-te ee-koo-ndee jee-ah nje-shee
ee-kyaw-nge-re-kah?

Nay waw-ne-te ee-koo-ndee jee-ah ah-may
ee-kyaw-nge-re-kah?

Nay waw-ne-te ee-koo-ndee jee-ah paw-lee-
see ee-kyaw-nge-re-kah?

When do they patrol?

Ni ri bakaguaga?

Nay ray bah-kah-goo-ah-gah?

Are you aware of others like me?

Ni-iikiimenya kethwa kwi bangi
tani?

Nyoh-koh-me-nyah ke-thwah kway bah-
ngay tah-nee?

Can yoﬁ take me to them?

No umpire kibo?

Naw oo-mpee-re kay-ba’w?




VOCABULARY
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, PHONETIC River miiuro moh-oo-raw
Hello niatia na-yah-tee-ah. Road njira njay-rah
Goodbye ithi wega ay-thee we-gah Shelter kibanda kay-bah-ndah
Thank you ni wega nay we-gah South kusini koo-see-nee
Please it ee-toh There au ah-00
Ammunition | risasi ree-sah-see Valley bonde baw-nde
Armed ngari ina misinka | ngah-ree ee-nah Village ntiifira ntoh-rah
Vehicle may-see-nkah Water riiiji roh-jay
ngari ina silaa ngah-ree ee-nah Weapon - silaa | see-lah
see-lah West magharibi mah-gah-ree-
Checkpoint | gituo kya gay-too-aw bee
giisekwa kyah goh-se- Yes i ay
_| kwah No ari ah-ray
Day miithenya moh-the-nyah 1 imwe ay-mwe
Danger Atari ah-tah-ree 2 jitrt jee-ay-ray
Desert jangwa jah-ngwah 3 ithatdl ee-thah-toh
East mashariki mah-shah-ree- 4 inya ee-nyah
kee 5 itano ee-tah-naw
Evening kyogoro kyaw-gaw-raw 6 ithandatii ee-thah-ndah-
Food itio ee-ree-aw toh
Good (fora | mwega mwe-gah - 7 miigwanja moh-gwah-njah
person) 8 inyanya ee-nyah-nyah
(for kyega kye-gah 9 kenda ke-ndah
other things) | mbega mbe-gah 10 Tkiimi ay-koh-mee
Bad (fora miithiiku moh-thoh-koo 20 mirongo it may-raw-ngaw
person) i ; ay-ray
(for kith{iku kay-thoh-koo 30 mirongo ithatii may-raw-ngaw
other things) | nthiiku nthoh-koo ay-thah-toh
Here aa ah 40 mirongo ina may-raw-ngaw
Hour thaa ay-thah ay-nah
Kilometer kilomita kee-law-mee-tah 50 mirongo ftano may-raw-ngaw
Knife kayiii kah-yee-oh ay-tah-naw
kajit kah-jee-oh 60 mirongo ithandati | may-raw-ngaw
Leader miitongoria moh-taw-ngaw- . ay-thah-ndah-
ree-ah toh
Medicine ndawa ndah-wah 70 mirongo may-raw-ngaw
Men antli arfime ah-ntoh ah-roh- miigwanja moh-gwah-njah
: me 80 | mirongo inana may-raw-ngaw
Women antii aka ah-ntoh ah-kah ay-nah-nah
Minute ndakinga _ndah-kee-ngah 90 mirongo kenda may-raw-ngaw
Morning riikiri roh-kay-ray ke-ndah
Mountain kilima kay-lay-mah 100 igana ay-gah-nah
| Night Gitukd oh-too-koh 500 magana matano - | mah-gah-nah
North kaskazini kah-skah-zee- mah-tah-naw
nee 1000 ngiri Imwe ngee-ree ay-
Pass itiika ay-toh-kah mwe
Pistol bastora bah-staw-rah
pisto pee-staw




