NDEBELE
INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH NDEBELE NDEBELE PHONETIC

I am an American and I need your
help, but I do not speak your
language. I'll point to the question
in your language and you can
point to the answer in your ungitshengise impendulo
language. . engolimi Iwakho.

Ngivela eMelika. Ngicela uncedo,
kodwa angilwazi ulimi lwakho.
Ngizakutshengisa umbuzo
ngolimilwakho, ngicela

Ngee vela eMelika. Ngee cela uncedo,
codwaa angee kwa zee uleemee Iwa co.
Ngee zaku shee ngeesa umboo zo ngo
leeme lwa co, ngee cela ungee shee
ngeese empe ndoo lo ngo leemee Iwa co.

Notes: Ndebele is a phonetic and monotone language. Vowels have the following sound:
“a” sounds “ah” as in “car”
“e” sounds like “eh” as in “error”
“4” sounds like “e” as in “see or hit”
“0” sounds like “oh” as in “open, or OK”
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u” sounds like “uh” as in “food”

‘ph’ sounds like ‘p’ as in ‘papa’
‘kh’ sounds like ‘c’ as in ‘can’
‘th’ sounds like ‘t” as in ‘tea’

COMMUNICATION ,
ENGLISH NDEBELE NDEBELE PHONETIC
Will you help me? Ngicela uncedo? Ngee cela uncedo?
Is there someone that speaks Ukhona okhuluma isiNgisi? Uco naa ocooluma eesee Ngee see?
English? ) : '
Are they willing to help me? Bayafuna ukungisiza na? Baya foo na ucoo ngee seeza nah?
Can they come here? Bengabuya lapha na? Benga buya lapa nah?

I must go now but, I want to thank
you for your help.

Sengihamba. Ngiyalubonga
uncedo lwakho.

Sengee hambaa. Ngee yabonga uncedo
lwa co.

My government will repay you for
your kindness.

Uhulumende wami uzokubhadala.

Uhooloomende wa me uzoku baa dala.

I greatly appreciate your Ngiyabonga. Nge yabonga.
assistance.
BASIC NEEDS
ENGLISH NDEBELE NDEBELE PHONETIC
May I have some water? Ngicela amanzi? Ngee cela amanzee?
May I have some food? Ngicela ukudla. Ngee cela uku dlaa?

I am injured. Is there someone

Ngilimele. Ukhona

Ngeeleemele. Ukhona ongangi nceda?

that can help me? onganginceda?
Do you have any bandages? Unamabhandishi na? Unama baandeeshee nah?

Can you contact someone to help
me?

Ungangidingela onganginceda?

Ungangeedeengela ongangee nceda?

Where is the latrine?

Singaphi isambuzi?

Singapi isamboozee?

I am very tired. Is there a place I

Ngidiniwe. Kunendawo

Ngeedeeneewe. Kunendawo engeengalala

can sleep? engingalala khona na? cona nah? ‘
May I have a blanket, or mor Ngicela ingubo? Ngee cela ingoobo?

clothing? :




TRAVEL

_NDEBELE PHONETIC

ENGLISH NDEBELE
Can you show me my location on | Ngitshengisa indawo le Ngee she ngeesa eenda wo lee coole
a map? kulimephu? map?

Can you send word that I am
alive?

Batshele ukuthi ngiyaphila?

Baa she lee ucoo tee ngeeya peela.

How far is it to friendly territory?

Kukhatshana okungakanani lapho

Coocahshana ocoongaa kanaanee laapo

okulungekhona? 0coo loonge conaa?
Can you take me there? Ungangisa khona? Uh nga ngeesa conaa?

If you cannot take me, will you
give me directions?

Nxa usehluleka, ngicela indlela
yokuyakhona?

Nxxa use hhloo le caa, ngee celaa endlela
yo ¢o0ya conaa? ‘

Is it safe to travel now?

Kuyahambeka khathesi na?

Cooya hambeecaa catesee nah?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

Uthi kungcono ngihambe njani?

Utee coo ngcoono ngee hambe njanee?

How can I travel?

Ngihambe ngani?

Ngee hambe njanee?

Automobile Imoto Eemoto
Train Isitimela Esee tee me la
Boat Inqola Eenqo laa
Cart/Wagon Ngenyamazana Nge niamazana
Pack Animal (No equivalent in Ndeble N/A
On Foot Ngenyawo . Nge nia wo
Animal Inyamazana E-nia-ma-za-na
UNFRIENDLY
ENGLISH NDEBELE NDEBELE PHONETIC

What types of troops are in the
area?

Kunamabutho anjani kulindawo?

Koonamabooto a njatue coole nda wo?

Are they army troops? Ngamabutho ka hulumende na? | Ngama booto ka hoolooma nda nah?
Are they militia? _| Ngabangeko emthethweni na? Nga ba nge coo m ta twani nah?

Have you noticed any increase of | Ayanda amabutho aqaphela Aianda ama booto ah qa pe la eenda wo
troops or patrolling? indawo na ? nah?

When do they patrol? Bagaphela nini? Baa ga pe la neenee?

Are you aware of others like me?

| Bakhona abafana lami na ?

Baa co naa abba fanna naamee ?

Can you take me to them?

Ngise kubo?

Ngee se coo bo?




VOCABULARY

ENGLISH

NDEBELE NDEBELE Water Amanzi Amanzee
PHONETIC Weapon isikhali e-see-car-lee
Hello Sawubona ‘Sawubona West Entshonalanga Enshonalanga
Goodbye Hamba kahle Hamba kahle Yes Yebo Yebo
Thank you | Ngiyabonga Ngeeya bonga No Hatshi Haa she
Please Uxolo U tlolo 1 Kunye Coo nye
Ammunition | Inhlamvu Enhlamvoo 2 Kubili Coobeelee
Armed Imoto yamabuthu Emoto yam 3 Kuthathu Coo taa tu
Vehicle booto 4 Kune Coo nee
Checkpoint | Ekuhlolweni Eku hlolwenee 5 Kuhlanu Coo hla nu
Day Ilanga Ilanga 6 Isithupha Eesee too pa
Danger Ingozi Ingozee 7 Isikhombisa Eesee combee
Desert Etshebetshebeni E shee be shee saa
be nee , 8 Isishiyagalombili Eesee she ya ga
East Empumalanga Empu ma langa | , lo mbee lee
Evening Kusihlwa Koo see hlwa 9 Isishiyagalolunye Eesee she ya ga
Food Ukudla Uku dlha lo loo nye
Good Kuhle Coo hle 10 Ishumi Ee shoo me
Bad Kubi Coobee 20 Amashumi amabili | Ama shoo me
Here Lapha Lapa ama bee lee
Hour Thora Thora 30 Amashumi Ama shoo me
Kilometer Iikilomitha Ikilomita amathathu ama taa tu
Knife Ingamu { I nqa moo 40 Amashumi amane | Ama shoo me
Leader Umkhokheli Um co ce lee amanee
Medicine | Umuthi Umuti 50 Amashumi Ama shoo me
Men Amadoda Amadoda amahlanu ama hla nu
Women Abafazi Abafazee 60 Amashumi Ama shoo me
- Minute Umzuzu Um zoo z00 ayisithupha ayi see too pa
Morning Ekuseni Ekusenee 70 Amashumi Ama shoo me
Mountain Intaba Intaba ayisikhombisa ayi see co mbee
Night Ebusuku Eboosookoo i Saa
North Enyakatho Enyakato 80 Amashumi _ | Ama shoo me
Pass Dlula T Dloo 12 ayisishiyagalombili | ayi see she ya
Pistol Tsikhali Isi cali : galo mbee loe
‘| Radio Irediyo Irediyo 20 Arpa}sh}lnu Arga shoo me
River Umfula Um foola ayisishiyagalolunye | ayi see she ya
Road Indlela Indlela : galo lunye
’ 100 Ikhulu Ecooloo
Shelter Ind.lu — Indlu 500 Amakhulu Ama cooloo ama
South Eningizimu Eneengeezeemoo amahlanu hla nu
There Npale Ngale 1000 Isigidi Esee gee dee
Valley Ubhalo Ubaalo
Village Umuzi Umoozee




