SINHALA
INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

SINHALA

SINHALA PHONETIC

I am an American. I need your
help, but I do not speak your
(singular/plural) language. I’ll
point to the question in your
langnage and you can point to the
answer in your language.

80 or@dmebo, &80
Red/@lgen ccd B 28

820 oo 1210
mondéden or. @8 Hed
imedy SHewd pdend
g o ecodndwmo.
Soemd 88 Ped Hoedy
Heon uwbh cdwedd a4idER
Hog ecodadsd

mams &ma-ri-kaaver. maTa
obee/oba-laage udaw oona. namut,
mama obee/oba-laage baa-saa-va
kataa-koran-ne nzz. mamso
obee/obo-laage baa-saa-vern tiyvena
prasneTa =iigills tiyala pen-nan-nar.
etakoTs obo obee baa-saa-ver
tiyens uttoreeTa wfigills tiyala pen-
nan-Da. '

COMMUNICATION

ENGLISH

SINHALA

SINHALA PHONETIC

Will you help me?

80 ¢ccb wmdde ggdde?

ma-T3 u-daw ko-ran-na pulu-wan-
da?

Is there someone that speaks

English?

2-858 powddo agbd oidt
®d edobe?

Ip-giri-si kata-ka-ranna pulu-wan
kavu-ru hari inna-vada?

Are they willing to help me?

o) @0 ccd méde Pde?

eyaa-la maTs u-daw ka-ranna
kazmoa-tids?

Can they come here?

00120 e@mD DI» ogbHe?

I must go now but, I want to

eyaa-laTs mehaa-Ts enna pulu-wan-
da?

ety 88 cde Do, gqﬁ

den mams yanns oona. udaw keru-

thank you for your help. oS00 eRew® gopdd. va-T3 bo-ho-mp istu-tiy.
My government will repay you ®ed DOimbIo POO @ed obee karu-naa-wan-ts bawa-Ta
for your kindness. dSe eaded mod. magee ra-js-ys gewii-mak ko-ray.
I greatly appreciate your ®e® U 89 ged miabn. obee u-daw mams agee ko-1o-na-wa.
assistance.
BASIC NEEDS
ENGLISH SINHALA SINHALA PHONETIC

May I have some water?

20 E0d Jod ecdo Sgbse’

maTs watu-rs Ti-kak den-ne pulu-
wan-da?

May I have some food?

80 oI® Ood ecda gablc?

maTs kaea-ma Tikak gan-na pulu-
wan-da?

Do you have any bandages?

rdedd e8pd Hemabe?

Ban-Dgj mo-kut tiye-nowa-ds?

Can you contact someone to help
me?

oK ©d DomiE 00 cco
mode Hode ggbLde?

kaTs hari kata-kara-la maTa udaw
koran-ns kiyan-na pulu-wan-ds?

Where is the latrine?

Dr&H%e emewme?

I am very tired. Is there a place [
can sleep?

vaesi-kiLi-yo kohe-da?

80 »b Pns8d. He o3
ool Hecade?

maTa hari mahan-siy. nida-ganna ta-
nak tiye-nawa-da?

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing?

0 Bgrdomil dom m6 oo
arc® Do od odo ggbde?

maTa bln-kaT ekak hari tawa a-
fidum Tikak hari ganna pulu-wan-da?




TRAVEL

ENGLISH

SINHALA

SINHALA PHONETIC

Can you show me my location
on a map?

®® cid pZdo oI 60 LHWed
codade agdlc?

mama den inna tens mee siti-yo-
mee pen-nan-na pulu-wan-de?

Can you send word that I am
alive?

08 Zbdedgm oFob Hom
obhbbeld obds ogdbie?

mama jii-vat-velaa in-nava kiyala
paNi-vuDe-yak ya-van-no pulu-
wan-da?

How far is it to friendly
territory?

Boed) gl gedenld emBbBE
eoe?

mi-turo inna pra-deese-Ta koc-cara
dura-da?

Can you take me there?

210 w0 Oop oo ogblde?

maavo ehaa-Te ekka yan-ne pulu-
wan-da?

If you cannot take me, will you
give me directions?

Dom oo &b @ D oD
oK Deodo agbde?

ekko yan-no beeri-nar ehaa-Ta yana
paars kiyan-no pulu-wan-da?

Is it safe to travel now?

Tl oo do s choe?

den yano cko aa-ras-sa sa-hita-da?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

end® BEmD ode Doege adbic
oéden?

koi vidi-haTs yan-ns kiye-lada ava-
vaa-ds ko-ran-ne?

How can I travel?

emem®Pe Eda agbd?

Koho-m3-da yan-na pulu-van?

Automobile Oiwesite vaaha-nee-kin
Train enidbend kooc-ci-yen
Boat e8i0Qedd boot-Tu-ven
Cart/Wagon wosend ka-rat-ten
Pack Animal oend 80 sa-tek piTa
On Foot ot pa-yin
UNFRIENDLY
ENGLISH SINHALA SINHATA PHONETIC

What types of troops are in the
area?

e® =ged gzed e 0
;me®c?

mee palaa-te inne mona baTs kaN-
Daayam-da

Are they army troops?

Ooig »8ced oce?

eyaala hamu-daave aya-da?

Are they militia?

Deme Dy guns o’

Have you noticed any increase

nttan vens hamu-daada?

wEcied DzOEd wbh troend
oledid péod: n elSdID

hamu-daave vaeDi-vii-mak hari

of troops or patrolling? Boombie? vaeDi-yen.paet—rool kaero-nova hari
peen-Da ti-ye-nava-da?
When do they patrol? emid eO@BOE oledig koi vela-waTa-ds paet-rool kara-

méden?

nne?

Are you aware of others like
me?

®o Dedd g0 @i oWE DO
et »0 Heamdbic?

man wage aya gend ahala hari
dako-la hari ti-ye-nova-do?

Can you take me to them?

&80 doixy o) B ode
agdbde?

maava eyaa-la gaawoTs ekko yanna
pulu-wan-da?




VOCABULARY

maanc

ENGLISH SINHALA SINHALA Water bwo, @ vatura, diys
PHONETIC Weapon el aayudo
Hello eIgelios! aayu-boo-wan West REDBO bas-naa-hira
Goodbye pIgeRivg! aayu-boo-wan Yes @b ow
Thank you SpHG. stuu-tiy No DT, DLW nzz, nz-ha,
Please DOTMDOR) Karu-naa-karsla 1 oo eka
Amrmunition | #0gig0 avi-aayu-da P eco deka
Armed 2L SO, san-nadda rata- 3 o) e
Vehicle ¥ i va 2 553 Hatoro
ozdadl Dmao ;:]11:;‘]9 5 om paha
Checkpoint | ©0® ooz Maar-gs pariik- 6 0@ hayo
o shana baads- 7 v hato
kaya 8 a0 aTs
Day ¢ dawa-so 9 20a na-va-ya
Danger GO Ana-tury 10 o da-ha-ye
Desert DB DIEH kaan-taa-Tee 20 585 e
East DTEODHO Nage-na-hirs 55 -
Evening »ndo hawa-so 30 _
Food D@ k&z-ma 40 woge hata-li-ha
Good (Itis | emed ho-fiday 50 can pa-na-ha
good) 60 »zo hxTa
Good (adj.) | @®< hoiids 70 I Y] hat-tem-vo
Bad &S nar-ke 80 ond a-suu-va
Here eBey me-hee
90 g a-nuu-va
Hour =17+ Pz-yo —
Kilometer | ®e@i®0ed kilo-miiTa-ree 100 &a Sii-yd
Knife 88 pihi-ya 500 osi@ pan-sii-ya
Leader NBEDCE) naa-yzka-ya 1000 cwe daa-ha
Medicine | e®3 beet
Men Heog, 8 minis-su, piri-
mi
Women oTH) 2E-nu
Minute 590 minit-tawa
Moming ceg udee
Mountain DB kan-do
Night ol raee
North co utu-ra
Pass gbad osdoel, ava-sara pat-ta-
o0 ree paas-eka
Pistol Scenieg pis-too-le
Radio eSRer] Sm, reeDio eka
ggﬁg @29@ gu-wan vidu-li
yan-tsree
River ow gafiga
Road 0 Paa-1o
Shelter doboen reeka-vara-ne
South (o5 daku-Ns
There ded, don ehee, etans
Valley R miTiyaawata
Village o8, a®dea gamo, gam-




A Concise Guide to
Phonetics/Pronunciation of
Sinhala (Sinhalese)

YOWELS:

Sinhala has two sets of vowels, a set of seven short <o€a_m, S@Rmnama by a (0), i, e, , 0, u (&,@,0,0%,®,C) and a set of seven corresponding
long vowels represented by doubling the short vowel symbols: aa(a), ii(1), ee(z), mze(e), 88(6), 0o(d), uu(d) (&, 5,8,85,8,c9). In speaking
Sinhala, it is important to maintain carcfully the distinction between short and long vowels, for it may signal the difference between entirely
different words: ekd 'one but eekd: 'that one', dand: 'burning' but daand 'putting'.

Sinhala Vowels
Short Vowels Long vowels
Vowel Example Vowel Example
a(ep) far (low central vowel, similar to 'far’, _uﬁ aa/a (&) father
shorter. In American English similar vowel
as in 'hot.’
i@ bit (high front vowel -very short) iify () deed (high front vowel as in “deed’ but no
glide).
e (D) bet (midfront vowel about halfway between | ee/g (&) raid (mid front vowel as in ‘raid” but no
the vowel in 'bet’ and that in 'bait’, very glide).
short, without the glide in the latter.
x (&07) hat (low front vowel, as in ‘hat!, very short | e=/e (&%) | (low front vowel like short g but
lengthened).
2 sofa (like the last vowel sound insofa’ 22 bird (very rare and occurs only in
{no symbol) borrowed words from English such as
“shaat”
u (&) shoot (high back rounded vowel as in uu (ii) (¢9) | food (high back rounded vowel as in
'shoot' but shorter and no glide ‘food’, long but no glide).
0 (&) coat (back rounded vowel, as in 'coat’, but | oo/6 (8) load ({mid back rounded vowel as in
shorter and no glide that occurs in English ‘load’ but no glide).




CONSONANTS

Sinhala consonants may be subdivided into two groups, which for reference purposes may be called stop consonants and non-stop consonants.
The stop consonants occur in three series, as shown below. In spoken variety mostly the first two series are used. Third series is particularly
common to standard or literary version of Sinhala.

Stop Consonants
Voiceless: pntdck (© ¢ O o
Vojced: b,D,T,j,g (® &, O, & @

Aspirated (in standard Sinhala) P, B. d, t, T,D, G, K ® o Q 0 & & ® & (Notverycommon in spoken Sinhalese. Aspirated consonants are
pronounced very similar to the sounds of their non-aspirated counter parts but with a slight aspiration by some.)

Sinhala Stop Consonants
Voiceless Consonant Voiced Consonants Aspirated Censonants
{Not widely used in speech)
Consonant | Example Consonant | Example Consonant Example
p©) pin b (&) bin P&
¢ ®) chin i) jam ‘ B (&)
k () kin g (®) gun d (&)
French word: teé
t @) produced with the tip of T© tap 5 ()
the tongue just behind
the upper teeth with the
front flat part flat
against the tooth ridge
d &)y the (produced in the D@ dog - [ T@)
same position as for ')
G (®)
K(®




NON-STOP CONSONANTS:

The Sinhala non-stop consonants may be divided for discussion into three groups: spirants, nasals and others.
Spirants: s, 8,5, h f

Nasals: m, n, N, m",

Others: y, 1, I, w

Sinhala Non-Stop Consonants

consonant sound.

Spirants Nasals Others
Consonant | Example Full Example Consonant Example
Nasals
s (@) sun m (&) mother Y (®) you
§ (@) shin n (®) Name (No distinction in 1(@) love (In spoken Sinhala, no difference
5 (@) shoe N (#0) spoken Sinhala between L(g between these two)
the two)
h () hat n (o) uncle r (9) rice (does not occur in clusters)
f (= film (rare-only occurs in | fi (&) Sinorita (Ttalian) viw (8) water/veal (no distinction between w
borrowed English words) {No distinction in spoken and v in Sinhala)
N (=) Sinhala between the two)
Half- They are produced in a
Nasals manner similar to the
b (® corresponding full nasals, but
mb (®) they are kept very short and
id (e) released quickly into the
fD (&) following stop consonant as if
fig (®) the two were to form a single
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