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INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

SOMALI

SOMALI PHONETIC

I am an American and I need your
help, but I do not speak your
language. I'll point to the question in
your language and you can point to
the answer in your language.

Waxaan ahay Mareykan, waxaanan
u baahnahay inaad i caawinto,
laakiin lugaddiinna kuma hadlo.
Su'aasha oo afkiinna ku goran ayaan
farta kuugu fiiqi doonaa ee adna
jawaabta oo afkiinna ku goran farta
iign muuyji.

WAH-xahn ah-HAI mah-RAY-kuhn, WAH-xahn-ahn
OO0 BAH-nah-hai IH-nahd ih AH-wihn-toh, lah-KIHN
loo-KAHD-dee-nah koo-MAH HAHD-1oh. soo £-shoh
TUHF-kee-nah KOO koh-RUHN ah-YAHN FUHR-tuh
koo-GOO fee-kuh DOH-nah ay AHD-nah juh-WUHB-
tuh oo UHF-kee-nah KOO-koh-ruhn FUHR-tuh ii-goo
MOO-chee.

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH SOMALI SOMALI PHONETIC
Will you help me? Ma i caawini kartaa? MAI ah-WIH-nee KAHR-tah?

Is there someone that speaks English?

Ma joogaa qof af ingiriisi ku hadla?

MEE CHOOQ-gah KOHF ahf een-GREE-see kwoh-
HAHD-lah? ’

Are they willing to help me?

Ma doonayaan in ay i caawinaan?

MUH DUH-nay-yuhn ihn ay-eh ah-wee-NAHN?

Can they come here?

Halkan ma imaan karaan?

HAHL-kahn mah ee-MAHN kah-RAHN?

T must go now but, [ want to thank
you for your help.

Hadda, waa inaan tagaa, laakiin
waxaan rabaa in aan kaaga
mahadnaqo sidii aad ii caawintay.

HAHD-duh, wah IH-nahn tah-GAH, lah-KEEN WAH-
xahn tah-GAH ihn ahn kah-GAH mah-HAHD eh-dee-
YUH SEE-dee ahd ee ah-wihn-TAI

My government will repay you for
your kindness.

Dawladeyda ayaa kaa abaal marin
doonta naxariista aad ii gashay.

doh-LIH-day-dah ah-yah-KAH ah-BAHL mah-RTHN
dohn-tuh nah-xah-RIHS-tah ahd ee guh-SHAI

1 greatly appreciate your assistance.

Si weyn baan u gadarinayaa
kaalmada aad ii geysatay

see-WAYN buhn uh kuh-duh-RUH-nee-yah hkahl-
MAH-dah ahd ee gay-seh-TAY.
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May I have some water?

Xoogaa biya ah ma heli karaa?/Inyar
00 biya ah ma i siin kartaa?

xoh-GAH BEE-yuh ah-mah HEH-dee kah-RAH?/
EEN-yehr oo BEE-yuh ah meh ee SEEN kahr-TAH?

May I have some food?

Wax cunto ah ma heli karaa?

WAHX oon-TAH ah meh HEH-dee kah-RAH?

I'am injured. Is there someone that
can help me?

Waan dhaawacnahay. Ma jiraa qof i
caawini kara? '

WAHN dah-WAH-ah-nah-HAIL. MEH chee-RAH kohf
ee ah-WEE-nee keh-RAH?

Do you have any bandages?

Ma haysaa wax dhaawaca lagu
duubo?

MAH hay-sah WAHX-DAH-wah ah 1ah-GOO DOO-
boh?

Can you contact someone to help me?

Qof i caawini kara ma la xiriiri
kartaa?

OHF ee ah-WEE-nee keh-reh mah-LAH shee-REE-ree
kahr-TAH?

Where is the latrine?

Musqusha waa xaggee?

moos-KOO-shuh WAH xah-gay?

T am very tired. Is there a place I can
sleep?

Aad baan u daallanahay. Ma jirtaa
meel aan seexan karo?

UHD buhn oo dehl-LEH-nah-HAI MUH jihr-teh
MEHL ahn seh-HUHN kah-ROH.

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing?

Buste ama dhar kale ma heli karaa?

boos-TEH ah-mah DAHR kah-LEH meh HEH-leh kah-
RAH.

Transliterator’s Note: The symbol /x/ stands for the velar fricative, the final consonant sound in the proper name Bach. The symbol // or /Z/is the

vowel sound in the word back (BZAK).
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Can you show me my location on a
map?

Halka aan joogo khariidadda ma iga
tusi kartaa?

HAHL-kah ehn CHOOG-noh xuh-ree-DUHD-duh
mah ee-GAH too-see kahr-TAH?

Can you send word that I am alive?

Ma sheegi kartaa in aan noolahay?

MAH shee-EH-gee kahr-TAH ihn ahn NOH-luh-HAI?

How far is it to friendly territory?

Dhulka dadka aan saaxiibka nahay
intee noo jiraa?

DOOL-kah DUHD-kuh ahn sah-XEEB-kah nah-HAI
een-TAY noo chee-REH?

Can you take me there?

Ma i geyn kartaa halkaas?

may GEEN kahr-TAH HAHL-kahs?

If you cannot take me, will you give
me directions?

Haddii aadan i geyn karin, tilmaanta
ma i siin kartaa?

huhd-DEE AH-duhn ee-GAYN kuh-RIHN, teel-
MAHN-tah mah ee SEEN kahr-TAH?

Is it safe to travel now?

Ma nabad baa in haatan la safro?

mah nuh-BUHD bahd ihn HAA-tahn lah sah-FROH?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

Dhankee baad igula talin lahayd in
aan u safro?

duhn-KYEH bahd ih-goo-LUH tah-LIHN luh-HUYD
ihn ahn UH sah-FROH?

How can I travel?

Sidee baan u safri karaa

see-DEH bahn OH sah-FREE kah-RAH

Automobile Gaari/baabuur gah-REE/bah-BUHR

Train Tareen tah-REHN

Boat Doon DUHN

Cart/Wagon Gaari gacan/gaari dameer gah-REE GAH-ahn/gah-REE duh-MEHR

Pack Animal Awr/Rati ORH/ruh-TEE

On Foot Lug LOOG
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What type of troops are in the area? | Ciidammo noocee ah baa jooga? ee-dah-MOH noh EH ah beh CHOO-gah?
Are they army troops? Ma ciidamada dhulkaa? MAH eh-dah-MAH-dah DOQOL-kah?

Are they militia?

Ma ciidama Maliishiya ah baa?

MAH eh-dah-MAH-dah mah-LEE-shyeh EH-beh?

Have you noticed any increase of
troops or patrolling?

Ma dareentay in ciidamada ama
ilaalada ay soo kordheen?

MAH dah-REHN-tay ehn ee-dah-MAH-dah ah-mah
eh-LAH-lah-dah ai-SOH kohr-DEHN?

When do they patrol?

Goormey wax ilaaliyaan ama
kormeeraan?

| gohr-MAY wahx eh-LAH-lee-YEHN ah-MAH kohr-

meh-RAHN?

Are you aware of others like me?

Ma ka wargabtaa iney jiraan dad
aniga oo kale ah?

mah KUH wuhr-kuhb-TAH EE-nee chee-RUHN
DUHD ah-NEE-gah oh kah-LEH ah?

Can you take me to them?

Ma ii geyn kartaa dadkaas?

mah EE GAYN kahr-TAH DUHD-kahs?
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Hello Hayee/hello  |HUH-yeh/heh-LOH
Goodbye Nabadgelye |nuh-buhd-GEHL-yoo
Thank You |{Mahadsanid |muh-huhd-SUH-need
Please Fadlan FUHD-luhn
Ammunition |Rasaas fah-SAHS
Armed Gaari gah-REE oo-bay-SUHN
Vehicle hubeysan
Checkpoint |Barta baarista | BAHR-tah bah-RIHS-tah
Day Maalin mah-LTHN
Danger Khatar xah-TUHR
Desert Lama degaan |luh-MEH deh-GZEHN
East Bari BUH-ree
Evening Fiid FEE
Food Cunto OON-toh
Good wanaagsan waeh-NAEHG-sihn
Bad xun XOHN
Here Halkan HAHL-kehn
Hour Saacad se&-AHD
Kilometer | kiiloomitir kee-loh-MIH-tihr
Knife Mindi mihn-DEE
Leader Hogaamiye hoo-gah-MEE-yuh
Medicine Daawo/dawo |DAH-woh/DUH-woo
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1 Kow KOwW
2 Laba LUH-buh
3 Saddex SEHD-dehx
4 Afar AH-fuhr
5 Shan SHUHN
6 Lix LEHX
7 Todoba toh-doh-BUH
8 Siddeed sih-DEHD
9 Sagaal sah-GAHL
10 Toban toh-BUHN
20 Labaatan lah-BAH-tuhn
30 Soddon SOHD-duhn
40 Afartan ah-FUHR-tuhn
50 Konton KOHN-tuhn
60 Lixdan LIHX-duhn
70 Todobaatan |toh-doh-BAH-tuhn
80 Siddeetan |see-DEH-tuhn
90 Sagaashan |sah-GAH-shuhn
100 Bogo! boh-KOHL
500 Shan Boqol | SHUHN boh-KOHL
1000 Kun KOON
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Men Rag RHUHG

Women Dumar DOO-muhr

Minute Daqiigad DUH-kee-KUHD

Morning Subax SOO0-buhx

Mountain Buur BOOR

Night Habeen hah-BEHN

North Wagqooyi woh-kwoh-EE

Pass Mar/waddo/ |MAHR/WUH-doh/
dhiib DEEB

Pistol Bistoolad/ bihs-TOH-luhd/buhs-
bastoolad TOH-luhd

Radio Raadiye/ RHAH-dyeh/rhuhd-YOO
reediyow

River Wabi wuh-BEE

Road Jid/waddo/ chihd/WUH-doh/
dariiq duh-RIHK

Shelter Hoy HUY

South Koofur koh-FUHR

There Xagga/ XUH-guh/XUH-gahs
xaggaas

Valley Dooxada/ doh-XAH-dah/DOHX
doox

Village Xaafad XAH-fuhd

Water Biyo BEE-yoo

Weapon Hub/Qalab HOOB/KAH-lahb

West Galbeed guhl-BEHD

Yes Haa HAH

No Maya MAH-yah




