TIGRINYA

INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

TIGRINYA

TIGRINYA PHONETIC

I am an American and I need
your help, but I do not speak
your language. I'll point to the
question in your language and
you can point to the answer in
your language.

Ane Americawi eye hagezca
deliye,gin tigrigna ayzarebin
eye.btgrigna kereyeka nezi hito

nisika kea melsi btgrigna areyeni.

an-i a-me-ri-ka-wi e-ye ha-gez-ka de-li-ye,
gin tig-ri-nya ay-i-za-re-bin e-ye. bi-ti-
grin-ya ker-e-ye-ka ne-zi he-to ni-si-ka
ke-a mel-si bi-ti-grin-ya ar-e-ye-ni

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH TIGRINYA TIGRINYA PHONETIC
Will you help me? Thigzeni /[Hagez deliye te-hig-za-ni do / ha-guz de-li-yay

Is there someone that speaks
English?

Engliz zizareb delo?

en-gliz zi-za-reb de-lo

Are they willing to help me?

Khigzuni ykielu diyom?

ke-hig-zu-ni ye-ki-lu di-yom

Can they come here?

Kimethu ykielu diyom nabzi?

ke-met-zo ye-ki-lu di-yom nab-zi?

I must go now but, I want to

Kikeyid eye hiji gin, yekeniyelei

ki-ke-yed e-ye he-ji gin, ye-ke-ni-ya-lay

thank you for your help. sile zihagezkani se-lay zi-ha-gez-ka-ni
My government will repay you Natey mengisti kikefleka eyu sile | na-tay men-gis-ti ki-kef-le-ka e-yu se-lay
for your kindness. lewhatka. lo-hat-ka :
I greatly appreciate your Ane btaemi yemesgineka an-i be-ta-mi ye-mes-ge-ne-ka zi-ha-gez-
assistance. zihagezkani. ‘ ka-ni
BASIC NEEDS

ENGLISH TIGRINYA TIGRINYA PHONETIC
May I have some water? Mai Do Thibeni? my do ti-hi-ba-ni
May I have some food? Mighbi do thibeni mig-bi do ti-hi-ba-ni

I am injured. Is there someone
that can help me?

Teweghie.Ziredani seb delo?

ana ta-we-gi-ay. zi-red-an-i seb de-lo?

Do you have any bandages?

Alekado meshefeni cherki?

ala-ka-do ma-shef-an-i cher-ki

Can you contact someone to help
me?

Seb do-mrekebkalei ziredani?

seb do mi-re-keb-ka-lay zi-red-a-ni

Where is the latrine (bathroom)? | Abei eyu shikak? a-bey e-yu shin-ti-bet
I am very tired. Is there a place I | Btaemi dekime.Medekesi do an-i bi-a-mi de-ki-me. me-dek-e-si do mi-
can sleep? mrekebku? re-keb-ku?

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing?

Koberta wey kabot thibeni do?

ko-bor-ta wey ka-bot ti-hi-ba-ni do?




TRAVEL .

ENGLISH

TIGRINYA

TIGRINYA PHONETIC

Can you show me my location
on a map?

Botai areyeniabzi karta

bo-tie ar-e-ye-ni ab-zi kar-ta?

Can you send word that I am
alive?

Melekti do tsedelei bhiwetei
kemzeleku

me-lek-ti do te-se-de-le be-hi-we-tay kem-
ze-le-ku?

How far is it to friendly
territory?

Kindey rihketu nai gorebet meret

kin-day rih-ke-tu nay go-re-bet me-ret?

Can you take me there?

Twesdeni do tkiel nabu?

twes-de-ni do te-ki-el na-bo?

If you cannot take me, will you
give me directions?

Kitwesdeni entezeikilka adrasha
do thibeni?

kit-was-de-ni en-te-zay-ki-el-ka ad-ra-sha
do te-hi-ba-ni?

Is it safe to travel now?

Ente gheshku selam diyu higi?

en-te gesh-ko se-lam di-yu he-gi?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

Beyen weghen kgeish timekreni?

be-yen we-gen ke-ge-yish ti-me-ke-re-ni

How can I travel?

Bmintai-Kguaz

be-min-tie ke-gua-az?

Automobile Bmakina be-ma-ki-na
Train Bbabur be-ba-bur
Boat Bjalba be-jal-ba
Cart/Wagon Barebia be-a-reb-ya
Pack Animal Bafras be-af-ras
On Foot Beghri / be-eg-ri
UNFRIENDLIES

ENGLISH TIGRINYA TIGRINYA PHONETIC
What types of troops are in the Entai ainet wtaderat alewu ab en-tie ai-net we-ta-de-rat a-lo ab ke-ba-bi-
area? kebabika? ka?
Are they army troops? Torserawit diyom? tor-se-ra-wit di-yom?
Are they militia? Militia diyom? mi-li-shi-a di-yom?
Have you noticed any increase of | Bzuhat halowaronda doreka be-zu-hat ha-le-wa-ron-da do-re-i-ka?
troops or patrolling?
When do they patrol? Meas eyom zizoru / zihelewu? me-as e-yom zi-zo-ru / ze-he-le-wu?

Are you aware of others like me?

rika do kaliot niai zimeslu?

re-i-ka do ka-le-ot ni-ay zi-me-se-lu?

Can you take me to them?

Tiwesdeni tkiel nabatom?

ti-wes-de-ni do te-ki-il nab-a-tom?




VOCABULARY

ENGLISH TIGRINYA TIGRINYA Night Mishet mi-shet
PHONETIC North Semen se-men
Hello Kemeialeka / ke-may-a-le-ka Pass Hilef hi-lef
aleki (to male) ke- Pistol Shigut shi-gut
may-a-le-ki (to Radio Radio ra-di-o
female) River Whij/feleg we-hij / fe-leg
Goodbye Dehankun/kuni | de-han-kun (to Road Meghedi me-ge-di
male) . Shelter Meakobi me-a-ko-bi
ge-haln-ku-m (to South Debub de-bub
— e ) 1 There abzi ] abii abzi/ b4l
T;lank you Ye. ekny//]ea 2 = ge-. e-lzlye- ay Valley shinchero shin-che-ro
Please Bejaka/Bejaki e-ia- a (to Village Kushet / geter ku-shet / ge-ter
Ez'z)-ki (to Water Mai may
) Weapon Mesaria / beret | me-sa-ri-a/
female) be.ret
Ammunition | Tyit/Arer te-yit / a-rer West Miorah - ™
Armed Vehicle | Naiwetader nay-we-ta-der Y:ss Evlveera guv-ve:ra
tank tank - =
Checkpoint Megorgori bota | me-gor-gor-i bo- II\IO ?Illfionen ;Z-léo-nen
ta ade -de
Day Mealti me-al-ti 2 Kilte ke-le-te
Danger Hadegenga ha-de-ge-nya 3 Seleste se-les-te
Desert Berekal be-re-ka | med- ‘5‘ :Irbaetit ;gba—e—;et
Mdrebeda re-be-da amusnte -Tush-e
East Msrak mes-rak 6 Shidushte she-dush-te
Evening Mshet me-she-t 7 Shewate sho-at-te
Food Migbi meg-bi g ghle;nonte she-;?on-te
Good Ghirm/Sibuk ge-rim / si-buk shiate te-shi-a-te
Bad Himalk/kifu hi-mak / ki-fu ;g gserte a-ser-te
Here Abzi ab-zi Sta £s-1a
Hour Siat se-at 30 Selasa se-la-sa
Kilometer Rahki/ rah-ki / ki-lo-me- 40 Arblf‘a ar-be-a
Kilometer ter 50 Hanllsa ham—sa
Knlfe Kara ka_ra 60 Silsa Sil'Sa
Leader Merahi me-ra-hi 70 Sebaa i seb-a
Medicine Medhanit me-de-ha-nit 80 Semania se-man-ya
Men Sebut seb-ut 90 Tesaa tesa__
Women Anisti a-nis-ti 100 Mieti me-¢-t1
Minute Dekik de-kik 500 Hamushtemieti ha-'mush-te-me-
Morning Ngho neg-ho : et
Mountain Ghobo / go-bo / em-ba- 1000 Hadeshih ha-de-shih
embakeren ke-ren




