TSONGA

INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

TSONGA

TSONGA PHONETIC

I am an American and I need
your help, but I do not speak
your language. I’ll point to the
question in your language and
you can point to the answer in

Ndzi huma eka America ni ndzi
kombela ku pfuniwa, kambe A
ndzi nga vulavuli va ririmi, Ndzi
ta komba xivutiso hi ririmi raka
n'wina ni u komba hlamula hi

Knee hum-aa EK-a am-ER-ica knee knee
come-BELL-aa koo foon-E-wa, kam-BAE
aa knee ga VOOL-a VOOL-E va rir-E-me.

| Knee ta COMB-ba she-voo-TEA-so he rir-

E-me ra-KA nwee-NA knee oo COMB-ba

your language. ririmi raka n'wina. lam-UL-a he rir-E-me ra-KA nwee-NA.
COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH TSONGA TSONGA PHONETIC
Will you help me? U nga ku ndzi pfuniwa? “un-GA koo knee foon-E-wa?
Is there someone that speaks Ku ni u nwana ku vulavula koo knee oo nwan-NA koo VOOL-a
English? Xinghez xana? VOOL-a shin-gaze shaw-NA?
Are they willing to help me? Xana va kuhavela ku ndzi shaw-NA va koo-hav-ela koo knee knee
pfuniwa? foon-E-wa?
Can they come here? , Va nga ta halenu? va un-GA ta haal-EN-00?
I must go now but, I want to Ndzi fanela famba sweswi kambe, | Knee fan-EL-aa fam-BA shwes-shwe kam-
thank you for your help. ndzi khensa ku pfuniwa. BAY, na CAN-za koo foon-E-wa.
My government will repay you Hulumente wa mina ta u tlherisela | hool-um-en-te wa me-NA ta oo tlair-ece-

for your kindness.

ya vumunhu wa yena.

sell-a ya voom-UN-00 wa yea-NA.

I greatly appreciate your Ndzi khensa ngopfu ku pfuniwa Knee na-CAN-za nug-O-foo ku foon-E-wa
assistance. ni wena. knee WAY-na.
BASIC NEEDS
ENGLISH TSONGA TSONGA PHONETIC
May I have some water? Ndzi kombela Mati? | knee come-BELL-aa ma-TEA?
May I have some food? Ndzi kombela Swakudya? knee come-BELL-aa swak-ud-ya?

I am injured. Is there someone
that can help me?

Ndzi vavisekile. Xana kuniu
nwana ku ni swi kota pfuna?

knee vav-E-seek-eel-A. Shaw-NA koo
knee 0o NWA-na koo knee swee COAT-a
foon-aa?

Do you have any bandages?

Xana u ni bandhichi?

Shaw-NA oo knee band-EECH-E?

Can you contact someone to help
me?

U nga kombela u nwana ku ni
pfuna?

un-GA come-BELL-aa oo NWA-na koo
knee foon-aa?

Where is the latrine?

Ka levhetiri xi kwihi?

ka lev-HET-air-E she kwee?

I am very tired. Is there a place I
can sleep?

Ndzi karhele swinene. Xana i
ndzhawu ku etlela?

knee car-ELLE-A swee-nay-nay. Shaw-na
E nid-ZAW-o00 koo et-lay-la?

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing? -

Ndzi kombela nkumba, ku tlula
tinguvu?

knee-come-BELL-aa knee-koom-BA, koo
tool-a ting-oov-00?
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Can you show me my location
on a map?

8] hga ndzi komba ndzawu ya ke
hina e mepeni?

un-GA knee COMB-ba nid-ZAW-ooh ya
ka HE-na A meh-PEN-E?

Can you send word that I am
“alive?

U nga rhuma rito ku ndzi hanya?

un-GA room-AA re-TOE koo knee haan-
YA? '

How far is it to friendly B kule ngani ya vunghana ndzi E cool-A nin-gone-E ya voon-GA-ni knee
territory? lakano? lack-an-O?
Can you take me there? U nga teka kwale un-GA TAKE-a qual-A?

If you cannot take me, will you
give me directions?

Loku u nga ndzi heleketi u nga

‘ndzi komba ndlela?

low-KOO un-GA knee hell-LEEK-et-E un-
GA Knee come-BELL-a nid-lay-la?

Is it safe to travel now?

Xana nsirhelelo ku endza
sweswi?

shaw-NA nn-sear-HEL-eel-0 ku end-ZA
shway-shwe?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

U ni pfuna njhani ku endza?

oo knee foon-aa nin-JOHN-E koo end-ZA?

How can I travel?

Njhani swi kota ku ndzi endza?

nin-JOHN-E swE coat-aa koo knee end-
ZA?

Automobile Movha moov-HA
Train Xitimela sheet-TIM-ela
Boat Xikepe sheek-EP-a
Cart/Wagon Xigolonyana she-GOL-own-yana -
Pack Animal Ndawu ya swiharhi nid-AWE-o00 ya swee-har-E
On Foot Ku famba koo fam-BA
: UNFRIENDLY

ENGLISH TSONGA TSONGA PHONETIC
What types of troops are in the Yini rixaka ri ntlawa yile yee-KNEE re-sha-KA re nit-LAW-wa
area? mugangeni? yeel-A moon-GAN-geni?

Are they army troops?

Xana va kuhloma ntlawa?

shaw-NA va koo-lom-aa nit-LAW-wa?

Are they militia? Xana va socha? shaw-NA va s0-KA?

Have you noticed any increase of | Xana u ni ku lemukisa engetela shaw-NA oo knee koo lem-UK-es-a eng-

troops or patrolling? ya ntlawa kumbe ku rindza? ET-ell-a ya nit-LAW-wa koon-BAY koo
rind-ZA?

When do they patrol? Xana va rini ku rindza? shaw-NA va re-knee koo rind-ZA?

Are you aware of others like me?

U tiva va n'wana vo fana na
mina?

oo TEV-aa nwan-a VO fan-NA na ME-
na ?

Can you take me to them?

U nga ndzi va teka?

un-GA knee va TAKE-a?




VOCABULARY

ENGLISH TSONGA TSONGA River Nambu NAM-boo
, PHONETIC Road Pato., pat-O
Hello Avuxeni (Good | aa-VOUS-shae- Shelter Vutumbelo voot-UM-bello
Morning, Good | knee South Dzonga zong-GA
Day) There Kwale, le kwal-A, lay
Goodbye Famba Kahle fam-BA ka-THAE Valley Riwa re-WA
(said by the one Village Muti moo-TEA
who is staying), Water Mati ma-TEA
| Sala kahle (s'aid sa-la ka-THAE Weapon Matlhari _ mat-LAR-hi
by one who is West Vupeladyambu | VOO-pella-DAM-
leaving) , boo
Thank you | Nkhensa, na-CAN-za, in- Yos Ee A
Inkomu COH-moo No E-e ' AA
Please Kombela come-BELL-aa 1 N'we nway
| (implies please) 2 Mbirhi mim-BIR-E
Ammunition | Kuhloma ka-LO-ma 3 Nharhu 1ar-00
Armed Movha wa moov-HA wa 4 Mune _ Y
Vehicle Nyimpi knee-imph-phi 5 Ntlhanu 1an-00
Checkpoint | Ndzhawu ya nid-ZA-wu ya vul- 6 Nitsevu nit-SEV-00
Vulavisisi aa-V-see-see 7 Nkombo 12-COMB-00
Day Siku seck-00 8 | Nhungu na-HUNE-goo
Danger Khombo comb-0O , 9 Nkaye nk-AE
Desert Mananga man-ANG-aa 10 Khume pe—~
East_ Vuxa vou-sha 20 Makume-mbirhi | mak-UM-A mirm-
Evening Madyambu ma-DAM-boo BIR-E
Food Swakudya swa-KUD-ya 30 Makume- mak-UM-A NAR-
Good lavanene lav-an-ENE-A nharhu 00
Bad Borile bor-EEL-A 40 Mune wa moon-A wa mack-
Here Kwala, la kwa-LAA, laa makhume HUM-A
Hour Nkarhi | na-CAR-E 50 Tlhanu wa Tlan-0o wa mack-
Kilometer Mpfuka ma-FOO-ka makhume HUM-A
Knife Mukwana Mook-wan-a 60 Makume ntsevu | mak-UM-A nit-
Leader Vurhangeri voo-WRANG-geri | SEV-00
Medicine Murhi mur-E 70 Makume mak-UM-A na-
Men Vanhu vaan-00 nkombo COMB-00
Women Vavasati va-va-SAAT-E 80 Makume mak-UM-A na-
Minute Nkarhinyanan na-car-E-yan-an nhungu hune-goo
Morning Nimixo na-ME-SHOW 90 Makume nkaye | mak-UM-A nik-
Mountain Ntshava nit-SHA-va A-E
Night Vusiku voo-SEEK-00 100 Dzana ZAN-NA
North N’walungu nwal-UN-gu 500 Madzana tthanu | mad-ZA-NA tlan-
Pass Hundza hoond-ZA 00
Pistol Xibamu she-BAM-o00 1000 Gidi gid-D
Radio Xiyanimoya She-YAN-E-moya




