ZARMA

INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

ENGLISH

ZARMA

ZARMA PHONETIC

I am an American and I need
your help, but I do not speak
your language. I'll point to the
question in your language and
you can point to the answer in
your language.

Ay ya Amerik boro no. Ay gonda
ni/aran gakasinay muradu amma

ay si waani Zarmaciine. Ay ga
cabe ni/aran se hayyano Zarma

sanni ra. Wodin banda, ni/aran ga
hin ga cabe ay se tuyyano Zarma

sanni ra.

EYE yAH ah-MAY-reek bOH-roh NOH.
EYE gOHN-duh nEE/A Aran gA A-kuh-
see-NAY moo-RAH-doo AA-mAA EYE
see wAH-nee zZAHR-muh chEE-nay. EYE
guh chAA-bay nEE/AA-ran SAY hAA-
yAHN-oh zZAHR-muh SAN-nee RAH.
WOH-din bAHN-duh, nEE/AA-ran guh
HIN guh CHAA-bay EYE say tOO-
yAHN-oh zZAHR-muh SAN-nee RAH.

Zarma has two different forms for you, singular and plural. The *“/” is used where they can be alternated. The verb

never changes in either case.

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH ZARMA ZARMA PHONETIC
Will you help me? Aran ga ay gaa, wala? AAran guh EYE GAH, waaLAH?
Is there someone that speaks Boro fo gono kan ga wani BOro foh gOH-noh kung guh wA Anee

English?

angaaley?

ung-GAA-lay?

Are they willing to help me?

I ga ba ga kande gakasinay ay se?

ee guh bAA guh kAHN-day gAA-kuh-see-
nAY EYE say?

Can they come here? I ga hin ga ka neo? ee guh HIN guh kAH nAY-oh?
I must go now but, I want to Sohon, ay ga koy. Amma ay sOH-hohn, EYE ga kwAY. aah-mAH EYE
thank you for your help. saabu aran kokoro se. SAH-boo AA-ran KOH-kuh-roh say.

My government will repay you
for your kindness.

Ay gomnati borey ga aran bana
aran kokoro se.

EYE gum-NAH-tee boh-RAY, guh AA-
ran bAA-nuh AA-ran KOH-kuh-roh say.

I greatly appreciate your
assistance.

Ay saabu gumo ni gakasinay se.

eye sAA-boo gOO-moh nee gAA-kuh-see-
nAY say.

BASIC NEEDS
ENGLISH ZARMA ZARMA PHONETIC
May I have some water? Hari no ay ga ba. hAH-ree NOH EYE guh bAH.

May I have some food?

Nwaari no ay ga ba.

nwAH-ree NOH EYE guh bAH.

I am injured. Is there someone
that can help me?

Ay maray. Boro fo gono kan ga
ay ga?

EYE mAA-ray. bOH-roh FOH gOH-noh
kung guh EYE gAH.

Do you have any bandages?

Ni/Aran gonda panseman, wala?

nEE/AA-ran gOHN-duh pAHNS-mahn,
wuh-LAH ?

Can you contact someone to hel,
me? -

Ni/Aran ga hin ga ci boro fo se a

ma ka ga ay gaa?

nEE/AA-ran guh HIN guh chEE bOH-roh
FOH say AA muh KAH guh EYE GAH.

Where is the latrine?

Manga kosandi?

MAAN-gAH koh-SAHN-dee?

I am very tired. Is there a place I
can sleep?

Ay farga gumo. Nangu fo gono
ay ma kani, wala? '

EYE FAHR-guh gOO-moh. NAHN-goo
FOH GOH-NOH EYE muh KAH-nee,
wuh-LAH?

May I have a blanket, or more
clothing?

Ni/Aran gonda daraa wala
bankaray ay se?

nEE/AA-ran gOHN-duh duh-RAH wah-

lah BAHN-kuh-RAI EYE say?




TRAVEL

ENGLISH ZARMA ZARMA PHONETIC
Can you show me my location Ni ga hin ga cabe ay se nan kan nEE guh HIN guh chAAbuh eye sAY nung
on a map? ay go karto bon? kung EYE go KARto bohng?
Can you send word that I am Ni ga hin ga ci boro fo se kanay | nEE guh HIN guh chEE boro FOH say
alive? gono? kung EYE GOHnoh?

How far is it to friendly
territory?

‘| Hala manga no ay ma koy ga di

coroyan ay wone dumi?

hAA-luh mAHN-gAH noh EYE muh
kwAY, guh dEE cho-ROH-yahn, EYE
wUH-nay DOO-mee ?

Can you take me there?

Ni ga hin ga ay dum nodin?

nEE guh HIN guh EYE doom NOH-din?

If you cannot take me, will you
give me directions?

Nda ni si hin’a, ni ga ci ay se
mate kan ay ga to nodin?

dAA nEE see HIN-ah, nEE guh chEE eye
sAY mAA-teh kaang EYE guh TOH NO-
din?

Is it safe to travel now?

Hasaraw sino i ga hin ga naaru?

hAA-ssuh-ROH sEE-noh ee guh HIN guh
nAAroo?

Which way do you advise me to
travel?

Man haray ni ga miila ay ma
naaru?

mAAN hAA-ray nee guh mEE-luh EYE
muh nAA-roo?

How can I travel? Mate no ay ga naaru? mAA-teh NO EYE guh nAA-roo?
Automobile Moto mOH-toh
Train - Treyn trAYN
Boat Hi hEE
Cart/Wagon Torko tOHR-kOH
Pack Animal Almani ahl-MAH-nee
On Foot Ce ga chay-gAH
UNFRIENDLY
ENGLISH ZARMA ZARMA PHONETIC

What types of troops are in the
area?

Soojeyan fo dumi no go ne haray?

sOH-jay FOH dOO-mee NOH GO nay-
HAA-ray?

Are they army troops? (Soojay)* banda borey gono, (sOH-jay)* bAN-duh bor-AY GO-no wah-
wala? . LAH?
Are they militia? Soojay ga ti turantey, wala?/ I ga | sOH-jay guh chEE to-RAHN-tay, wah-

ti kwaara guneko, wala?**

LAH? / EE guh chEE kwAH-ruh gOON-
uh-koh, wah-LAH?

Have you noticed any increase of
troops or patrolling?

Sooje yan goga tonton, wala ?
Ni/Aran di soojeyan go ga foforay
ga tonton ?

sOH-jay-yahn GO-guh tOHN-tohn, wah-
LAH ? nEE/AA-ran dEE SOH-jay-ahn
GO-guh fOH-fo-ray guh tOHN-tohn ?

When do they patrol?

Watifo no i ga windi ga ize
futukay ceeci?

WAA-tee-FOH no EE guh WIN-dee guh
EE-zay fOO-too-kay chAY-chee?

Are you aware of others like me?

Ni/Aran ga bey hala boro yan kan
ga himma ay gono ?

nEE/AA-ran guh bAY hAH-luh BOH-roh-
yan kung guh HEEM-uh EYE GOH-noh?

Can you take me to them?

Ni/Aran ga hin ga ay dum hala i
do?

nEE/AA-ran guh hin guh EYE doom hAH-
Iuh EE doh?

*Add the word in parentheses if the message does not appear clear to the listener at first.
**Try both options if message does not appear clear to the listeners.




VOCABULARY

mAAL-fuh

ENGLISH ZARMA ZARMA Pistol Malfa
PHONETIC Radio Raajo rah-dJOH
Hello Fofo FOH-foh River Issa EE-ssuh
Goodbye* Iri ma goro / kani | EE-ree muh Road Fondo fOHN-doh
/ foy bani gOH-roh / Shelter Fu yan £00-yahn
KAH-nee / South Deede kambe dAY-deh
fwAY bAA-nee kAAM-bay
Thank Fonda goy, ay FOHN-duh There Nodin NOH-din
you** saabu gwAY, EYE Valley Fadama/Gooru | Fah-DAH-muh/
SAA-boo GO-roo
Please™*** Irkoy se EEr-kwAY-say Village Kwara kWAH-rah
Ammunition | Wongu jiney / wAHN-goo dJI- Water Hari HAH-ree
arsannize nay / ahr- Weapon Wangu jiney wAHN-goo
SAAN-EE-zay dJIN-ay
Armed Wongu moto / WAHN-goo West Wayno kanay WAY-noh
Vehicle char MOH-toh / kahn-NAY
shAHR
Y Ol Oh-HOH
Checkpoint | Fattaw yan nangu | Faa-TOW-yahn st A : AAh-aah
, NAHN-goo I afo* > AA-foh
Day Zaari ZAHR-ree 2 Thinka**** i-HIN-kuh
Danger Hasaraw HAA-suh-ROH 3 ihinza **** -HIN-zuh
Desert Tenera teh-NEH-ruh 2 taci**** -TAH-chee
East Wayno funay WAY-noh foo- 5 igu*r EE-goo
. . NAY 6 iddu EE-doo
Evening Almaari Al-MAH-ree 7 iyye EE-yay
Food Nwaari nwAA-ree 8 ' ahakku™*** uh-HAHK koo
Good Boori BOHR-ee 9 yegga YEHG-guh
Bad Laala LAH-lah 10 jwey**** EE-way
Here Newo nAY-WOH 20 waranka waa-RAHNG-
Hour Guru g200-r00 kuh
Kilometer Kilomeetar KEE-loh-mEH- 30 waranza Waa-RAHNG-
tehr
' ‘ zuh
Knife Z_aama zAH-mAH 20 weytaci way-TAH-chee
Leader Jine boro Jee-NAY bOH- 50 weygu WAY-goo
roh
Medicine | Safari SAAfuh-tee o mevty e
Men Alboro AL-boh-roh 80 - eyzakku wa -HXI?II-koo
Women Weyboro WAY-boh-roh 90 w ei;y egga waz-YEH-guh
Mmut'e Minti MIN-tee 100 zangu 7ZAHNG- 800
Morning Wete WAY-tay 500 zangu gu**xEx ZAHNG-goo
Mountain Tondi beeri tAWN-dee GOO
- —— bEH-ree 1000 zambar fo***** | ZAAM-bar
Night Ciini chEE-nee FOH
North Azawa kambe AA-zuh-wuh
kAAM-bay
Pass Fondo fOHN-doh

*Depending on the time of day: anytime/morning/night

**It is appropriate to profusely thank people, because there isn’t an equivalent to “please” as it is used in English

***This word is only used if begging, as in, “for God’s sake.”

*¥*xWhen these numbers (1,2,3,4,5,8,10Q) follow another number, the first vowel is dropped.
rakd*These are the examples provided which demonstrate the rule explained above.




